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own atmosphere and agenda and is brimming with 
new ideas. All PU academics strive for excellence 
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main purpose of every university.
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the world, agree that Olomouc has a captivating 
genius loci, and that thanks to its spirit and its 
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surroundings becomes an extraordinary experience. 
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Olomouc – 
The University City

The authorship and first 
occurrence of the phrase “the 
university city” in connection 

to Olomouc remains a mystery. 
The epithet, however, has 

been recently associated with 
Olomouc as inseparably as “the 

city of one hundred spires” is 
with Prague.

Olomouc, the sixth-largest Czech city, is 
also called “the studentiest city” in the 
country. No wonder: there is one uni-
versity student per every five permanent 
residents. 

Palacký University has been shap-
ing the character of the city since 1573, 
when the Jesuit College was promoted to 
University status with the right to award 
degrees. At present, the second-oldest 
Czech university is represented by eight 
faculties and almost 24,000 students, 
ranking among the most prestigious Eu-
ropean schools in science and research. 
With its 3.000 employees, it is one of the 
major employers in the region.

University as the 
driving force of the city
The city grows hand in hand with the 
development of the University. In the 
last few years, a number of first-rate 
scientific research centres of global im-
portance have been built and opened. 
In 2013, the growth of academic per-
formance at Olomouc University ex-
ceeded all Czech universities. Institutes 
such as The Centre of the Haná Region 
for Biotechnological and Agricultural 
Research, the Regional Centre of Ad-
vanced Technologies and Materials, and 
the Institute of Molecular and Transla-
tional Medicine help to increase the sci-
entific performance of the whole Uni-
versity as well as to develop the applied 
research and closer collaboration with 
companies. Dozens of experts from all 
over the world have been employed in 
these centres and have moved to Olo-
mouc with their families.

Students here, 
Students there…
The impact of the University on the 
everyday life of the city is even strong-
er. During the summer vacation, Ol-
omouc appears to be a completely 
different city. However, once the ac-
ademic year begins, the city becomes 
a giant beehive which never sleeps. 
The calendar of cultural, sporting, and 
social events includes almost exclu-
sively events and festivals either di-
rectly organised by students, or at least 
originally founded by students and 
today run by University alumni. Inter-
national festivals such as Academia 
Film Olomouc, Flora Theatre Festival, 
Festival of Film Animation, Septem-
beam, and the Olomouc Half Marathon 
have been made possible thanks to 
hundreds of active students.

“Our university does not live in a vac-
uum, in the infamous ivory tower. We 
are a part of the town; one would almost 
say, the town is a part of the Universi-
ty,” said Rector Jaroslav Miller, who 
would like to strengthen the bond be-
tween the city, the University, and the 
region. “We need to make it clear to 
everyone that Olomouc is the Univer-
sity, and the University is Olomouc,” 
added Miller.

The first foray in this direction is 
the clip Olomouc – The University City 
which was produced in 2013. More 
than 100,000 views, hundreds of posi-
tive comments in social networks, and 
appraisal from renowned advertising 
agencies say it all. And what is more, its 
authors were PU students and alumni.

cooperation

Palacký University in numbers
 24,000 students
 1,800 foreign students
 300 fields of study 
 8 faculties
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University according to the Mayor 
of Olomouc

As every human body has its own 
heart, soul, and brain, a city should 
have these too, if it wants to become 
a genuine living entity. Olomouc is 
a city that undoubtedly has its heart 
and soul; since the beginnings of 
its existence in the early medieval 
times, it has been a centre of 
spiritual, political, and cultural life. 
At the beginning of modern times, 
in the 16th century, the golden 
age of the city culminated in the 
foundation of the first university 
in Moravia. We can claim that ever 
since, our city has had a brain too, 
abounding with thoughts and ideas 
and making the entity of Olomouc 
even more appealing and attractive. 
For contemporary Olomouc, the 
University and its students are 
its natural, even indispensable, 
attribute.

Martin Novotný
Mayor of Olomouc

“Thanks to the University, Olomouc 
is more than a beautiful city with a rich 
history. Thanks to the University, Ol-
omouc has become a creature with its 
own brood of ideas, a city that is at-
tractive for talented young people even 
from abroad. How many people know 
Olomouc thanks to their studies here? 
How many people remember Olomouc 
for life as a city where they left a piece of 
their heart, and who will carry a piece of 
its heart in their souls forever, no mat-
ter where they go?” said Mayor Martin 
Novotný.

Olomouc – It’s a heart 
thing
The combination of the historical scen-
ery of this small city with 100,000 in-
habitants, thousands of students, and 
rich cultural and sporting life has yet 
another aspect. It could be called “the 
heart thing”. Rector Miller is aware of 
the potential of PU alumni and hopes 
to work with them more closely in the 
future. “We’re an institution friendly 
to our students, as well as to alumni 
who are spread all across the world,” 
said Miller. Although this collabora-
tion has been happening already, as in 
the silver and gold graduations at the 

Faculties of Medicine and Science, the 
University management intends to fur-
ther deepen it.

Making the world 
a better place
The concept of “Olomouc – The Univer-
sity City” has been appreciated by hun-
dreds of foreign students and film and 
theatre festival visitors; even the pres-
tigious Lonely Planet named Olomouc 
two years in row as one of the ten Euro-
pean destinations worth visiting. The 
coordination of planning in tourism and 
promotion backs up the validity of the 
claim that Olomouc will, or rather has, 
become the Czech Oxford.

In order to support the role of the 
University in the society, other proj-
ects are planned too. The Rector wants 
to open the University to non-profit 
organisations and to support student 
initiatives and activities contributing to 
the school’s good name. “Our purpose 
goes beyond excellent science and out-
standing teaching. These objectives are 
important but they do not themselves 
justify the existence of universities nor 
their financial demands. Universities 
exist to make the world a better place,” 
said Miller.

TExT:  Ondřej Martínek PHOTO:  jan andreáš
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JarOslav MillEr
Prof. Mgr. Jaroslav Miller, M.A., Ph.D. (b. 1971) studied History and Philology 
at Palacký University, at Central European University in Budapest, and at the 
University of Oxford (Lady Margaret Hall). His teachers included Josef Jařab, 
Ralf Dahrendorf, Stephen Greenblatt, and Robert J.W. Evans.

In 2012, he was appointed Professor of History, and currently is the Head of 
the Department of History at the Philosophical Faculty of Palacký University, 
one of the largest faculties of its kind in the Czech Republic.

He has been awarded many long-term research and teaching fellowships 
at prominent universities and scientific institutions in Canada, Hungary, the 
United States, Great Britain, Germany, and Australia. He was twice appointed 
a fellow of the prestigious German Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
(2006 in Marburg, 2010 in Münster) and the American Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation (2004, 2010 in Wolfenbüttel).

In 2008, he was a Fulbright Fellow at Georgia College and State University 
in Milledgeville, USA. During the 2010–2011 academic year, he was nominated 
by an international commission to hold a Guest Professorship at the University 
of Western Australia in Perth. In 2012, the Ambassador of the United States of 
America in the Czech Republic appointed him a Fulbright Program Ambassador 
to the Czech Republic. He has been the main investigator in seven scientific 
projects funded by the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic. He is a member 
of many academic organisations, including the European Association of Urban 
Historians and the International Commission for the History of Cities.

Jaroslav Miller is the recipient of several academic and scientific awards, 
such as R. John Rath Prize for Best Study in Habsburg History and the Best 
Urban History Monograph Award in 2005. In 2008, the British publishing house 
Ashgate published his monograph Urban Societies in East Central Europe, 
1500–1700. In 2010, he published in New York and Budapest (together with 
László Kontler) the monograph Friars, Nobles and Burghers – Sermons, Images 
and Prints: Studies of Culture and Society in Early-Modern Europe.

He is married, has two children, and his pastimes include sports, classical 
Russian literature, garden architecture, and hiking in the wilderness.

Since 1 February 2014, 
Professor Jaroslav Miller has 

been the new Rector of Palacký 
University. He studied History 

and Russian and English 
Philology in Olomouc as well 

as in Budapest and Oxford. 
He was a Guest Professor in 
Perth, Australia, at Georgia 
College and State University 
in the United States, as well 

as in Münster, Marburg, and 
Wolfenbüttel in Germany. One 

of his medium-term goals 
would be the establishment of 

Palacký University campuses 
in Hong Kong or a Russian-

speaking country. 
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interview

Being dependent 
on the state is unhealthy
Jaroslav Miller, Rector
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After his election last year, the next step 
was over the threshold into the Rec-
tor’s Office itself. “While the Depart-
ment of History is a place of clamorous 
hollering, people tiptoe into the Rec-
tor’s Office; while historians wear blue 
jeans and loose T-shirts, the Rector’s Of-
fice requires a rather more formal dress 
code. I used to wear a suit five times 
a year, now I wear one daily. I even had 
to buy a new one,” said the new Rector, 
describing the transformation.

The university is often described as 
a fossilised institution. Is that so?
I don’t think so, I’ve never considered it 
fossilised. And I used to occupy very dif-
ferent rungs of the academic ladder. Be-
ing aware of how heterogeneous this ac-
ademic body is, I have to say that Palacký 
University is a very flexible institution, 
within the realms of possibility.

In what ways?
For instance, the deans and faculty chan-
cellors are rational people, capable of 
constructive input. I think that the idea 
of “being in the same boat” prevails at 
our university, so my first feeling is posi-
tive. Of course, this is not to say that run-
ning such a huge institution is without its 
problems.

What’s the ideal academic, in your 
opinion?
You’re not asking the right man, because 
my expectations in this area are extreme-
ly high and my ideas are quite unrealistic. 
The ideal teacher introduces innovations 
in his classes every two months, is friend-
ly to students and demanding at the same 
time. The ideal academic also carries out 
research twenty-six hours a day and pro-
motes the university abroad via his or her 
achievements. 

And the ideal student?
The ideal student takes their studies se-
riously. He or she is independent and 
spends a good deal of time studying on 
their own – in the library or at home. For 
seminars and lectures provide “only” the 
basic service. A student who perhaps pays 
for lessons in private language schools, 
because they feel the need to improve their 
skills. He or she should also be able to earn 
their living, at least partially – no matter 
whether they work as a student assistant, 
or in a supermarket; any job teaches you 
to become more independent. During my 
studies at Oxford, I used to work as a bar-
tender twice a week and still had to go to 
school in the morning. It was demanding, 
but it paid the bills.

You are an advocate of tuition fees. Why?
Let me give you a very general answer, 
since a thorough one would be too long. 

There is no such thing as a free lunch. One 
usually has to give something in order to 
get something back. Students who par-
ticipate financially in their studies receive 
a commodity in the form of a service, 
the quality of which they may – and even 
should – monitor. In my personal expe-
rience, there is no better quality control 
mechanism than financial participation. 

And what would happen if a student 
wanted a refund?
This has to be anticipated in the case of fi-
nancial participation. Universities should 
have special departments dealing system-
atically with students’ complaints regard-
ing the quality of provided education. By 
the way, we have been considering the role 
of a proposed internal accreditation com-
mission in this direction.

What would be the price of such a tui-
tion fee?
At present, I am inclined to set the upper 
limit to be 200 to 300 Euros per year. 
Such an amount can be earned during 
a one-month temporary job. However, 
one thing should be noted here: any fi-
nancial participation must be intercon-
nected with a system of stipends; deny-
ing poorer students of ability would not 
be in the best interests of the university. 
Many talented students come from a so-
cially weaker environment, so it is vital 
to have a systematic structure of sti-
pends in order to serve the best, not the 
wealthiest.

Then it would be just some extra in-
come for the university.
In a way that’s correct, but collecting 
money from students is not the main pur-
pose of the tuition fee, at least not how 
I see it. Nevertheless, our universities 
today are entirely dependent on the state, 
and that’s unhealthy. Any reduction in 

this dependence will be good for uni-
versities’ autonomy as well as their own 
development. Being absolutely depend-
ent on the state is even harmful, since the 
state may sometimes have a tendency to 
push universities where they do not want 
to be, nor should be. 

What about the expansion to Hong 
Kong?
This vision could perhaps be material-
ised under certain conditions. So far, 
we’ve only been considering the idea. 
Such a subsidiary campus, however, 
could serve two purposes: one being to 
attract students, the other being to set 
up a sister institution in certain fields. 
These must be selected first, though.

Why should students find it attractive?
Hong Kong is a gateway to Asia, and 
a European education is attractive to the 
Chinese. The costs of study at our uni-
versity are proportionally lower than at 
Western universities, yet we offer the 
same or even higher quality in a number 
of branches, such as Medicine and Natu-
ral Sciences. 

And what is in it for the university?
In addition to privately-paying stu-
dents, it is also the widening of our 
intellectual base, a way of making 
ourselves more visible, and a chance 
to move up the ladder in terms of the 
ranking of universities.

When you ran for Rector, your election 
campaign was entitled Vision 2020. 
Have you been forced to adjust your 
plans?
I hope that no major adjustments will be 
needed, although I am well aware that 
not every aspect can be implemented in 
its entirety. Nevertheless, all my plans 
are still current.

TExT	/  PHOTO:  Pavel kOnečný

Personal motto:
I don’t fear anyone, 
I respect everyone. 
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Doc. MUDr. Ivana Oborná, Ph.D. 
Vice-Rector for International Relations
(below left)

She graduated in General Medicine at 
the Faculty of Medicine at PU. 
She believes that internationalisation of 
Palacký University will stimulate its in-
ner development as well as make it a de-
sired partner in the European context. 

Prof. RNDr. Jitka Ulrichová, CSc.
Vice-Rector for Science and Research
(below right)

She graduated in Biochemistry at the 
Faculty of Science at J.E. Purkyně Uni-
versity, today Masaryk University in 
Brno.
In her new term in office, she would like 
to challenge PU research teams to wider 
participation in international projects, 
to support young researchers, and to 
initiate further practical applications for 
research teams.

New Management

Prof. RNDr. Miroslav Mašláň, CSc.
Vice-Rector for Technology Transfer
(top right)

He graduated in Nuclear Physics at the Fac-
ulty of Physics of Belarusian State University 
in Minsk and received his doctoral degree in 
Natural Sciences at Charles University.
He was PU Rector for the past four 
years. As a Vice-Rector, he hopes to en-
hance excellence in university education.

Doc. MgA. Mgr. Vít Zouhar, Ph.D.
Vice-Rector for Studies
(top, second from the right)

He majored in Composition at the Janáček 
Academy of Music and Performing Arts 
and in Musicology at Masaryk University in 
Brno. He has been Vice-Rector for Studies 
since 2010. He emphasises the continuity of 
a unified, equal, yet individualised approach 
to the students, supports the unification of 
processes within the electronic study agenda 
and reduction of administration.

Mgr. Ondřej Kučera
Vice-Rector for Organisation and De-
velopment
(top, second from the left)

He graduated in Chinese and English Phi-
lology and in Politics and European Stud-
ies at the Philosophical Faculty.
His vision is to strategically and effective-
ly develop the University and to inter-
connect it with the city and the region in 
organisational, spatial, and emotional 
terms.

Mgr. Petr Bilík, Ph.D.
Vice-Rector for External Relations
(top left)
He majored in History and Theory of Lit-
erature, Theatre, and Film and for a time 
studied the History of Art at the Philo-
sophical Faculty.
He perceives his mission as a challenge 
to unify and make visible Palacký Uni-
versity as an elite institute located in the 
extraordinary setting of Olomouc.

On February 19, 
2014, the 
Academic 
Senate 
of Palacký 
University 
approved the 
team of Vice-
Rectors, as 
presented 
by Rector 
Jaroslav Miller
(in the middle). 

TExT:  Oddělení kOMunikace PHOTO:  Pavel kOnečný
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deans

New Term Began in February

In February, new deans 
began their terms at 

two faculties, and two 
deans began their 

second term. Such was 
the decision of the 

Academic Senates in 
the “super-election” 

autumn.

Whereas the Philosophical 
Faculty Dean Jiří Lach and 
the Faculty of Physical Cul-
ture Dean Zbyněk Svozil have 
been inaugurated for their 
second time, it was a new 
experience for the Faculty 
of Science Dean Ivo Frébort 
and the Faculty of Education 
Dean Čestmír Serafín.

Ivo Frébort, Director of 
the Centre of the Haná Re-
gion for Biotechnological 
and Agricultural Research, 
replaced Juraj Ševčík in the 
office. “I feel a great obliga-
tion to the faculty. Having 
been Vice-Dean for quite 
some time, I’m quite famil-
iar with the faculty. I believe 
I can move us forward, but 
I know it won’t be easy. The 
faculty has grown recently, 

and our biggest goal will be 
to complete all the invest-
ment projects and prepare 
for the next Operational Pro-
gramme for new projects,” 
said Frébort.

Čestmír Serafín, who re-
places Libuše Ludíková in 
the office, has had the experi-
ence of being Vice-Dean too. 
“It’s a great deal of work, and 
I only hope that the faculty 
makes it through my term 
in sound health,” confessed 
Serafín.

Dean of the Faculty of Phys-
ical Culture expects that his 
second term will be marked 
by successful completion of 
the BALUO application cen-
tre. “I know what’s ahead of 
me, and I’m not saying it in 
sport. You have to deny your-

AUTOR:  Martina šaradínOvá PHOTO:  Pavel kOnečný REPRO:  Žurnál uP

Prof. rNDr. ivo Frébort, Csc., 
Ph.D.
He majored in Analytical Chem-
istry at the Faculty of Science 
in Olomouc. He was appointed 
Professor in Biochem istry in 
2005. He specialises in en-
zymology, molecular biology, 
and biochemistry, with a focus 
on the enzymes of plant hor-
mone metabolism. He is Direct-
or of the Centre of the Haná 
Region for Biotechnological and 
Agricultural Research and has 
been Vice-Dean.

Doc. PhDr. Jiří lach, Ph.D., M.a.

He graduated in History and 
Political Science at the PU 
Philosophical Faculty. In 2006, 
he was appointed Docent in 
History. He has been Dean 
since 2010. His professional 
interests include comparative 
political studies, theories 
of political systems, and 
the history of Europe and 
international relations.

Doc. ing. Čestmír serafín, Dr.

He graduated in Electrical 
Engineering at the Faculty 
of Mechanical Engineering, 
Technical University of Ostrava. 
He was habilitated in Pedagogy 
in 2007. His work focuses on 
didactics in classes related to 
electrical engineering. He has 
been Vice-Dean of the Faculty 
of Education since 2003.

Doc. PhDr. Zbyněk svozil, Ph.D. 

He majored in Physical 
Education and German at 
the PU Faculty of Education. 
He has been working at the 
Faculty of Physical Culture 
since 1990 and was appointed 
Docent in Kinanthropology 
in 2005. He was first elected 
Dean in 2010.

self a good deal of your leisure 
time. I do believe, however, 
that our faculty will advance,” 
said Svozil. 

The Philosophical Facul-
ty is also run by a re-elect-
ed dean. “I do hope that the 
faculty will continue in its 
achievements from the recent 
past. We want to complete 
the building renovation and 
create continuity between ex-
perienced professors, prom-
ising docents, and ambitious 
young assistant professors,” 
said Lach. 

Their term will come to an 
end in January 2018. In Sep-
tember 2014, Dean of the Sts 
Cyril and Methodius Faculty 
of Theology, Ivana Vlková, 
will end her second term, and 
her successor will be elected.
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Faculty of Education Has a New 
Building for Teaching and Research

The faculty has gained an area of 4,297 m2, 
where a number of laboratories are includ-
ed. “For the first time in our history, our 
faculty has been provided with a special 
facility for research and education. Until 
now, all our buildings have been original-
ly designed for other purposes; the main 
building has had insufficient capacity and 
did not meet our needs. The new building 
will allow us to deepen our collaboration 
with the teaching community,” said Vice-
Dean Libuše Ludíková.

For students and 
science
One of the new labs is the Typhlopaedia 
Laboratory, where students prepare for 
future work with the visually impaired. 
It has Braille scanners, computer screen 
readers, and magnifying software. 

Others include the Information Tech-
nologies Lab, Didactics Lab, and a unique 
Logopaedia Lab with top-notch equip-
ment, such as an articulograph for pro-
nunciation monitoring. Compensation 
tools and specially designed computers 
can be found in the Somatopaedia Lab 
for students with movement disorders. In 
other specialised laboratories, the won-
ders of electronic technology are explored.

The improvement of facilities is also 
appreciated by the Support Centre for 
Students with Special Needs, which helps 
challenged students from all faculties.

Assembly hall with 
unique equipment
The new building also includes a mod-
ern assembly hall with 275 seats. It is 
equipped with projectors and an inter-
preting system with a special device for 
the hearing impaired. “The system of 
simultaneous interpreting into four lan-
guages is a rarity in Olomouc. The Uni-
versity has gained a new hall for organis-
ing important events,” said Ludíková.

The project has been prepared since 
2006 in the cooperation with Atelier R. 
“Our main goal was to build a functional 
and meaningful complex. One of the main 
limitations was the size of the premises, 
so we tried to minimize the new building. 
The context of the existing building was 
also considered with much sensitivity,” ex-
plained the architect, Miroslav Pospíšil. 

The project was funded by the Re-
search and Development for Innova-
tions Operational Programme and 
co-funded by the state budget and the 
Olomouc Region.

new research 
centres

The Faculty of Education has 
finally received a new facility 

for research and education. The 
new building, costing roughly 

7 million Euros, was erected in 
the rear tract of the main faculty 

building at Žižka Square. Its 
modern assembly hall, lecture 

rooms, and laboratories opened 
in February 2014.

TExT:  Martina šaradínOvá PHOTO:  jakub kubelík
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new research 
centres

The RCPTM – Mark of Scientific Quality
Extraordinary scientists, 

internationalisation, strong 
bond between basic and applied 

research, the involvement of 
young scientists and well-chosen 

research objectives. These 
are the principal pillars of the 
Regional Centre of Advanced 

Technologies and Materials 
(RCPTM). 

The opening ceremony took place in Oc-
tober 2013 on the campus of the Facul-
ty of Science in Olomouc-Holice. There 
scientists conduct especially material, 
chemical, and optical research. 

“This is what makes our Centre dif-
ferent from other research and science 
institutes in the Czech Republic: the 
strategy leading to the sustainability of 
the Centre,” pointed out Radek Zbořil, 
General Director of the RCPTM.

The new building hosts approximate-
ly one hundred scientists from 11 coun-
tries, including the United States, Israel, 
Germany, Italy, Greece, and Singapore. 
Some laboratories are unparalleled even 
in the European or global context. The 
most sophisticated devices have been 
used in research, such as the most effi-
cient electron microscope, worth almost 
2 million Euros. The average age of the 
scientists is 33, and the team comprises 
young scientists as well authorities in 
the contemporary scientific community, 
including the 2008 Czech Mind laure-
ate, Pavel Hobza.

“The RCPTM collaborates and reg-
ularly publishes its findings with more 
than 30 highly prestigious international 
partners, such as Cornell University, the 
University of Cambridge, and the Uni-

versity of Tokyo,” said the RCPTM Sci-
ence Director, Ondřej Haderka. 

RCPTM scientists have successfully 
designed and patented several technol-
ogies for commercial purposes. They 
participated in the development of high 
capacity iron nanoparticles production, 
today used in the sanitation of ground 
water contaminated with chlorinated hy-
drocarbons in dozens of locations in the 
Czech Republic and Europe. Also, Möss-
bauer spectrometers developed in the 
RCPTM and all-sky cameras developed in 
collaboration with the Physical Institute 
at the Czech Academy of Sciences have 
been employed in numerous locations all 
over the world, including South Africa, 
Sweden, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Namibia, Mexico, and the USA.

RCPTM experts have also 
participated in international projects 
within the European Seventh 
Framework Programme aimed at 
nanotechnological applications in waste 
water treatment and projects aimed at 
understanding the substance of certain 
high-energy particles (the study of 
the substance of matter in the LHC 
accelerator at CERN-ATLAS; the study 
of ultra-high energy cosmic radiation at 
the Pierre Auger Observatory).
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CHR – Top Biotechnological 
and Agricultural Research

Four new research facilities 
including greenhouses and 

transport and technical 
infrastructure were completed 

in June 2013 for the Centre 
of the Haná Region for 

Biotechnological and 
Agricultural Research. Czech 

and foreign scientists utilise the 
latest technologies and devices 

therein. 

“The CHR researchers rank among the 
world’s elite in many fields, and many 
significant achievements have been 
made there,” said Prof. Jaroslav Doležel, 
the CHR Scientific Director.

CHR experts are engaged in basic and 
applied research, spanning from mo-
lecular research to field experiments. 
Their accomplishments include the en-
hancement of barley yield by means of 
genetic engineering. Transgenic barley 
is further used in molecular farming. 
They were also granted a U.S. patent 
for the development of their INCYDE 
compound, which is derived from plant 
growth hormones and increases the 
yield of crops.

The Centre was developed at Palacký 
University in collaboration with the 
Institute of Experimental Botany of 
the Czech Academy of Sciences and the 
Crop Research Institute. Each provided 
their top-class experts, specific exper-
tise, and selected modern technologies. 
The project was funded by the Euro-
pean Union and the state budget of the 
Czech Republic with more than 30 mil-
lion Euros.

The team of 140 scientists employs 
technologies and devices that are 
unparalleled in the Czech Republic 

and quite rare in Europe. The facilities 
house, for instance, phytotrone 
chambers with unique technology for 
plant growth and monitoring.

Approximately 15 percent of the 
scientists are experts from abroad. 
“The Centre has also actively partici-
pated in the education of a future gen-
eration of young researchers, particu-
larly the Faculty of Science students,” 
said Martina Špundová on behalf of 
the CHR. 

The Centre has substantially expand-
ed the research capacities of the univer-
sity, concentrated its scientific poten-
tial, and facilitated the effective transfer 
of scientific knowledge and research 
findings into practice. It has support-
ed the academic and entrepreneuri-
al sphere in agriculture as well as in 
pharmaceuticals and other areas. Czech 
companies are its priority partners, but 
international and transnational corpo-
rations have been important partners 
too. 

Construction began in March 2011 
and took 24 months. The project was 
realised within the Research and De-
velopment for Innovations Operational 
Programme and completed at the end of 
2013.
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honorary 
doctors

Honorary Doctors from North 
America and Australia

The plastic surgeon Bohdan 
Pomahač from Boston, the 

immunologist Jiří F. Městecký 
from Birmingham, the literary 
theorist Lubomír Doležel from 

Toronto, and the organiser 
of cultural life for Czech ex-

patriots, Jana Reichová, from 
Sydney received the highest PU 

academic award in 2013, the 
title Doctor honoris causa.

An academic superstar who shot to fame 
after his first face transplant – this is 
Pomahač. “The first face transplant was 
performed more than four years ago, 
and the patient is doing amazingly well. 
He is practically without complications 
in this phase of his treatment, which 
will be life-long,” explained Pomahač 
patiently, answering journalists.

Doctorate, lecture and 
talk show
At Palacký University, Bohdan Poma-
hač described the last seven years of his 
work at Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
in Boston in his presentation, entitled 
“Face Reconstruction by Transplant”. 
“It is a revolutionary surgical technique. 
I hope it will have many implications for 
other branches of medicine in the fu-
ture,” said Pomahač.

He also explained that there is no 
room in the surgeon’s profession for 
boredom or serious mistakes. “Plastic 
surgery is beautiful in its creativity and 
visuality. I am always critical of my own 
work. Self-criticism is extremely impor-
tant, and mistakes cannot be tolerated,” 
he said.

In his doctoral speech, he thanked 
everyone who helped to form his per-
sonality during his studies. “Univer-
sities give you certain working habits, 
morals, and ambitions. I think Palacký 
University endowed me with all of that, 
and I benefit from it every day,” he em-
phasised during the ceremony. His par-
ents and his wife, whom he met as a stu-
dent during a hops-picking summer job, 
were present as well. 

“It is a terrific tribute, a unique experi-
ence, once in a lifetime. I’ve received my 
first honorary doctorate from where I grad-
uated. Everything fits together as it was 
supposed to,” he said after the ceremony.

Pomahač also recalled his dormitory, 
the study room, and one of the long-gone 
student pubs. “It was one the most won-
derful periods of my life,” he said about his 
studies in Olomouc. 

Immunologist without 
borders
Another honorary doctorate was award-
ed to the world-famous Czech-born 
immunologist, Jiří F. Městecký. Palacký 
University acknowledged his collabo-
ration with Olomouc researchers and 
physicians.

“We have been cooperating for 
a number of years, thus proving that 
good science, good will, and friendship 
has no borders,” said Městecký after 
receiving the degree. He has been a re-
cipient of two honorary doctorates from 
Denmark and Sweden; this was the first 
one in his home country.

Městecký is one of the topmost sci-
entists in the field of mucous immunity, 
which investigates the role of antibod-
ies in human mucous membranes. He is 
a co-explorer of the structure and the role 
of specialised human antibodies that take 
part in defending mucous membranes 
against infection. His team has described 
the mucous tolerance, which could be 
employed in the treatment of some severe 
autoimmune diseases, such as multiple 
sclerosis and rheumatoid arthritis. In 
addition, he has also contributed to clar-
ification of the mechanism of the devel-
opment of a severe type of nephritis: IgA 
nephropathy. Presently, he has been stud-
ying a vaccine against AIDS in collabora-
tion with PU scientists.

Visiting Professor
Prof. Lubomír Doležel is an important 
scholar in the field of philology, literary 
theory, and Czech literature. He co-es-

Transplantation of lower limbs is 
another interest of Bohdan Pomahač, 
he told journalists.
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tablished the study of the Czech lan-
guage and literature at the University of 
Toronto. He is one of the most cited and 
worldwide acknowledged authorities in 
literary theory. 

As a visiting professor, Doležel has 
lectured in many universities in Europe 
and the USA. He collaborates with the 
Department of Czech Studies in Olo-
mouc on a long term basis, having lec-
tured at conferences and even partici-
pated in regular classes.

Title to all ex-patriots
Jana Reichová has been active in jour-
nalism, literature, and culture in gen-
eral. She discovered, published, and 
popularised a number of exile authors 
in Sydney.

After November 1989, she organised 
and transported academic literature to 
the library at the newly established Fac-
ulty of Law and to the Department of 
English and American Studies, in coop-

eration with the former PU Rector Josef 
Jařab.

She appreciates the honorary doc-
torate immensely. “As I understand it, 
this acknowledgement extends to all the 
ex-patriot activists in Australia, because 
they did their part with no less passion 
and enthusiasm,” said Reichová.

She concluded her doctoral speech by 
a recitation of Jaroslav Seifert’s verse. 
The audience gave her a standing 
ovation.

Bohdan Pomahač (on the left) graduated in General Medicine from Palacký University in 1996. Then he was employed at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston, where he first worked in the laboratory specialising in gene transfer to skin cells and later applied for the 
Department of Surgery. Since 2004, he has focussed his research on face transplants. In 2007, he became the medical director of the 
BWH Burn Center, housed within the division of Trauma, Burn and Surgical Critical Care, and also became the leader of the team specia-
lising in face transplants. (The former PU Rector Miroslav Mašláň is on the right, Medical Faculty Dean Milan Kolář in the middle.)

Jiří F. Městecký 
After receiving his M.D. from Charles Uni-
versity, Městecký worked in the Department 
of Immunology, Institute of Microbiology, 
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences. He came 
to the University of Alabama in Birmingham 
in 1967 as a WHO postdoctoral fellow, where 
he has been Professor in the Department of 
Microbiology to this day. He is also Profes-
sor in Immunology and Microbiology at the 
First Faculty of Medicine in Prague. He was 
awarded Czech Mind 2007 for his discoveries 
in mucous immunology.

Jana reichová
Since 1968, she has lived in Sydney where she 
became one of the main figures in the ex-patri-
ots’ cultural life in the Czechoslovak Society of 
Arts and Sciences. She also closely collaborated 
with the Škvoreckýs in their exile publishing 
house 68 Publishers. She was active in the 
Czechoslovak cultural society Boomerang in the 
1970s, and later established broadcasting in 
Czech at the SBS radio station. She became the 
most prominent voice of Czech exile broadcas-
ting. In the 1990s, she founded Czech-Australi-
an Artspectrum Association, the main promoter 
of Czech culture in Australia and Oceania.

lubomír Doležel 
He graduated in Czech and Russian studies 
at Charles University. In 1953, he became 
an assistant professor and researcher in 
the Institute of the Czech Language of the 
Czech Academy of Sciences, concurrently 
working at Charles University. In November 
1968, he brought his family to Canada and 
became Professor of Czech language and 
literature at the Department of Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures at the University of 
Toronto, where he co-established the study 
of Czech language and literature.
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Light Sabre
Cutting the students of medicine in half is a ritual 
connected to the 1930’s MD degree. In this crazy custom 
future doctors warp into the second half of their study.

Healthy Heart of Haná
and the Thread of Life
Every year students of Medicine set off into the streets 
of Olomouc to promote a healthy lifestyle.

New Celebration
Students of Medicine celebrating “cutting the Dean in half” at his mid-term. “I can imagine no other faculty 
management submitting to that. And I don’t think students could do that to anybody else,” commented Jan 
Strojil, head of the Faculty of Medicine's Academic Senate, on this first historical occasion.

PHOTO:  Pavel kOnečný
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May Festival
“The great thing about it was 
there were crowds of people 
and everything was for free. 
It was a welcome change 
while studying for exams,” 
said Eliška Studená, a first-
year student in Journalism 
and Cultural Anthropology.

“I saw events at the For-
tress and the Armoury, and 
the poetry slam in the open-
air theatre. I liked it a lot. It 
could have been bigger, but 
it was in the middle of the 
exam period. I saw the May 
celebrations in my first year 
as well and I think this year 
was just as good,” said Dan-
iel Olt, a third-year student 
of Italian and English Phi-
lology. 

Balloons launch
The overture of the cele-
brations was the launch of 
300 balloons on the Upper 
Square. Then the former 
Queen, the actress Ivana 
Plíhalová, passed the crown 
onto Rector emeritus Josef 
Jařab. Sitting in an open au-
tomobile, he led the proces-
sion of academics and stu-
dents to the campus. 

The fancy dress competi-
tion had three winners: an 
armadillo in the category of 
women, an amanita mush-
room in the category of men, 
and the computer game Pac-
Man for groups. 

“Why an amanita? 
It’s a great mask for social 
occasions, and sometimes 
even a successful one,” 
smiled the satisfied amani-
ta alias Dempsey Navrátil, 
a student in Nanotechnolo-
gy at the Faculty of Science, 
when he was awarded with 
a set of brewery samples. 

A Czech record was set 
in blood pressure measure-
ment. Medical students and 
fresh graduates measured 
348 people. “It is a founding 
record in the number of peo-
ple having their blood pres-
sure measured at one place. 
Nobody has ever tried this,” 
said Michal Jurečka from Do-
brý den agency, who super-
vised the record.

“The Cinephile was a live 
interactive show on film 
themes using the motifs of 
television contests. The au-
dience was actively involved 
because the contestants were 
selected from them. The C 
was a magnificent light and 
sound show, moderated by 
a cinephile. Prizes of top 
value, charming hostesses, 
tasteless music, tasteful jury, 
laughter, love, shooting sto-
ries, and the Grand Finale,” 
said a student of Film Stud-
ies, Radim Měsíc.

Something more
The beneficial dimension of 
the May festival was fulfilled 
by a concert in Jazz Tibet 
Club. A symbolic cheque for 
almost 21,000 CZK collected 
in admission fees was present-
ed to Herta and Vladimír Mi-
hál from Sdružení Šance, an 
association helping children 
suffering with leukaemia. The 
dancing audience enjoyed the 
Olomouc band Nylon Jail, 
ethereal Luno, and multi-in-
strumental Tomáš Dvořák 
a.k.a. Floex. “What an amaz-
ing concert with a crowded 
dance floor and superb at-
mosphere. I think we all had 
a great time,” said a medical 
student, Klára Ferencová, af-
ter the night. 

After a two-year hiatus, Palacký University 
celebrated the frolicsome May student holiday 

again. The occasion of the 440th anniversary 
of the University’s foundation made the May 

celebrations truly grand. Between the crowning 
of the King of May and the final film contest, 

there were 34 hours packed with one hundred 
events. The two-day celebration took place at 

17 locations. 

Festival

text / PhOtO: Žurnál uP
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Stipend awardees 
Students awarded last year were Ale-
na Šoustková and Sabina Šťastná, 
currently an internist in the Štern-
berk Hospital. 

Alena Šoustková had the best re-
sults out of all first-year students. 
She found Anatomy to be the most 
difficult one to pass, but Chemis-
try was quite demanding too, as she 
spent three weeks studying for the 
exam. “They called me from the 
Study Office and asked me to come, 
and I had no idea,” smiled Alena. She 
was not sure yet how to spend the sti-
pend. “It is a large sum for me,” she 
added.

Sabina Šťastná was 
surprised no less. “At 
first, I did not believe 
it. I thought the money 
arrived into my account 
by mistake. However, at 
the graduation ceremony, our Dean 
explained everything,” she said. As 
the best graduate of the year, she re-
ceived 1,000 Euros in June from the 
Josefina Napravilová Stipend. She 
immediately wrote her benefactress 
a letter:

It was a moment of utter 
satisfaction, enthusiasm, happiness, 
and even pride, not only for me, but 
for my parents as well. I would like 
to thank you from my whole heart, 
since this award fills me with desire 
for further study and optimism 
towards the next stage of my life. 
(...) Let me express my gratitude and 
immense respect for you, because 
this is how you help the graduates 
more that they could ever hope.

Benefactress
Josefína
Navrátilová
Still Lives
in Our Hearts

memory

Josefína Navrátilová always 
wore a smile, a lady always 
in high spirits. A few years 

ago, she retired into seclusion 
and distributed her property 

among four medical faculties. 
Olomouc received 25,000 

Euros. For students.

“We should always find satisfaction in 
ourselves,” she said kindly at the cele-
bration of her 100th birthday in January 
as she recalled her life. She helped doz-
ens of children to return home after the 
war and even saved the ones from Lidice 
from forced upbringing in Germany.

She has a simple explanation for 
her financial support. “Mens sana 
in corpore sano. A sound mind in 
a healthy body. When the body is fit, 
then the mind is fit too, and the mind 
is everything,” she smiled. She passed 
away a month later. 

The Czech Nicholas 
Winton
Her life began in Pilsen in 1914. She was 
six months old when her father was en-
listed in the war and never came back. 
Her mother became dependent on food 
from her parents’ farm.

When Josefína went to study Law 
in Prague, she also worked as a lan-
guage teacher in the Swedish ambas-
sador’s family. “It changed my entire 
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life,” she said. Later she met Berna dott, 
Prince of Sweden, and in the end of war, 
she joined the repatriation mission. 
“The Prince told me that the horrors of 
war have the most terrible impact on 
children, regardless whether German or 
Czech. Every child misses their mother, 
longing for family and love,” she said. 
She brought Václav Hanf, a renowned 
Lidice survivor, back home from Ger-
many. He called her “Mom” for the rest 
of his life. 

Unwanted
After the Nazis closed Czech universi-
ties, she met her future husband, Kar-
el Napravil, a banker who was 24 years 
older. Their paths separated in Vienna in 
1947 when Josefína travelled to Canada 
to her relatives. The new regime, how-
ever, considered her return unwanted. 
As a Canadian citizen, she was later also 
refused a visa by socialist Czechoslova-
kia. In addition, she helped Hungarian 
emigrants in 1956 and Czech and Slovak 
emigrants in 1968.

Surprisingly, she managed to visit her 
homeland via Mexico. “I saw the Czech 
flag fly there during vacation, so I gave 
it a try. It was 3 pm, but I rang the bell, 
a man appeared at the gate – and I said, 
Josef, what are you doing here? He used 
to be the janitor at our consulate in Vien-
na after the war and then became a sec-
retary in Mexico. He promised to take 
care of my visa, being such an important 
person now. And he did. So I’d pretend 
to travel to the spa in Luhačovice, paying 
for three months, staying there only ten 
days, and then I’d go and see my Mom in 
Prague. I’d save money all year long and 
look forward to Prague,” recalled the 
one-hundred-year-old lady. 

New generation
She returned permanently after the 
Velvet Revolution. Pavel Benda, 
a lawyer employed at PU, has known 
Napravilová since then. “She taught 
me English in the seventh grade, when 
she moved from Canada to Bechy-
ně. She had a natural way of teaching, 

without explaining any grammatical 
rules. I could speak fluently in London 
18 months later. She was a great person 
and my moral idol too,” said Benda.

Every year, Josefína Napravilová’s do-
nation awards the best first-year student 
with 700 Euros and the best graduate 
1,000 Euros. Milan Kolář, Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine, believes that the 
Josefína Napravilová Stipend will be 
paid out even after its depletion. In her 
honour.

In January Dean Milan Kolář congra-
tulated Josefína Napravilová on her 
100th birthday.

TExT	/	PHOTO:  Pavel kOnečný
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Moot Court Competition. The winners of the Olomouc Law Faculty round of the Inter-
national Human Rights Moot Court Competition in December is the team of (from left 
to right) John Gealfow, Andrea Kneiflová and Tomáš Novák. The second best team, 
Leoš Baroch, Ivana Rejzková and Radim Smolka, also qualified for the national round.

Olomouc Law Students 
Amongst the Best

student laurels

text / PhOtO: velena MazOchOvá

Professor Sládeček was appointed Justice at 
the Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic. 
The former Head of the Department of Admin-
istrative Law and Administrative Science at the 
PU Faculty of Law accepted the decree from the 
hands of President Miloš Zeman in June 2013.

The Olomouc expert was the last of the four 
constitutional justices approved by the Senate 
of the Czech Republic on the President’s pro-
posal.

Sládeček had worked at the Constitutional Court 
in the past, as Assistant to Justice Vladimír Paul. 
In the beginning of the 1990s, he worked in the Of-
fice of the Federal Assembly as legal consultant, 
participating in the preparation of the new Con-
stitution of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 
and Charter of Fundamental Rights. In 2000, he 
was one of the candidates for Ombudsman (Public 
Rights Defender). Presently, he also works at the 
Faculty of Law at Charles University.

Prof. Sládeček Appointed Justice

Olomouc law students exploited 
several opportunities to 

demonstrate their knowledge 
and skills in national 

competitions. They successfully 
defended the colours of 

their alma mater in strong 
competition of other Czech Law 

faculties. 

The competitive spirit paid off, particu-
larly to the student teams who fought in 
moot courts, simulated court proceed-
ings. Individual cases always addressed 
issues in specific areas of law. 

Prompt arguments
The best argumentation skills in a simulat-
ed case were displayed by Barbora Hud-
ková and Marek Zeman, who won in the 
national round of the Czech Moot Court 
Competition on the subject of the new 
Czech Civil Code. Six two-member teams 
from Law faculties in Prague, Brno, and 
Olomouc fought in the Olomouc finale, 
and the winners outdid their competitors 
from Brno’s Masaryk University.

Patrícia Poláčková, Andrea Bar-
tošová, Romana Skácelová, and Andrea 
Kneiflová were also challenged by a team 
from Brno in their final battle. They 
ended up as the second best team in the 
National Human Rights Moot Court, but 
won in the category of written briefs.

Promising young 
academics
Olomouc law students also excelled in 
the Czech and Slovak student scientif-
ic competition SVOČ among more than 
50 competitors from Czech and Slovak 
Law faculties. Three best written works 
in each category were awarded with an 
extraordinary stipend of 700, 350, and 
175 Euros. 

With her work entitled “Trust Funds 
as an Effective Tool of Property Protec-
tion”, the fourth-year student Tereza 
Mimrová won in the section Private 
Law, along with a colleague from the 
University of West Bohemia in Pilsen. 
The jury highly praised her performance 
during the oral defence as well as her 
choice of a topical theme. 

The fifth-year student David Kopal 
applied a legal theory on a judicature of 
the Czech Constitutional Court, and was 
third in the European and International 
Law section.

19

work experience

Stěpánka Pecháčková, Iva Musilová 
and Markéta Nešporová went to Bang-
ladesh’s northwest border as a part of 
their study programme’s special work 
experience abroad. They believe their 
stay in Thanapara village, work with the 
local Thanapara Swallows Development 
Society and travelling around this exot-
ic country will be of great use for their 
future studies and personal growth. 
“Once you are back home, you realize 
how much you have actually learned 
there,” Štěpánka explained.

Fair trade and arsenic 
in the water
The women’s theses will focus on experi-
ence with community development, ac-
cess to clean water and fair trade produc-
tion of clothes. “I was concerned whether 
these people are trained so they can find 
a job in a local area like agriculture,” says 
Iva Musilová. The groundwork of Pe-
cháčková’s thesis was qualitative research 
of one local project attempting to clean 
sources of local water contaminated with 
arsenic: “I was asking Miapur villagers 
about their opinion on this project that 
is supposed to help them get clean water 
and improve their health.”

Markéta Nešporová’s attention has 
been brought to the manufacturing 
processes of fair trade production. She 
noted: “I was trying to get to know how 
local women learn how to sew and em-
broider and what it actually means for 
them and the whole community. Most 
of my work was comprised of interviews 
and observations.”

The students did not have any prob-
lems with the local Bengali language, 
called Bangla, and understood its basics 
after one month. They were also teach-
ing local children English.

Bideshi are invited for 
lal-tchu
The preparations for this trip in a fara-
way land started months before depar-
ture and yet the students were surprised 
by many things upon arrival. “We did 
not know how the Muslim community 
would welcome us, but we actually had 
no problems. The community is divided 
according to strict hierarchical princi-
pals; however as guests from the West, 
we were pretty high on this ladder,” 
Markéta described. She added that end-
less helpfulness and hospitality towards 
foreigners – bideshi – was sometimes 

embarrassing for them: “You feel kind 
of stupid, when people are trying to find 
a chair and fork for you, while they are 
all sitting on the ground and eating with 
bare hands. For them, every guest really 
is a gift from God.”

There were no problems with the 
way they dressed either. “We got their 
salwar kameez, a dress consisting of 
long trousers, a long blouse and scarf. 
We were not required to wear it, but we 
wanted to blend in,” said Markéta.

What the students really liked was the 
way local people greet each other. “They 
call each other bhai, which means brother, 
and apa or bubu meaning sister,” revealed 
Štepánka. As Markéta pointed out, it is 
very unusual for Europeans to see such 
commonality and family atmosphere in 
society. “Everybody knows everybody and 
once you are invited for mango or lal-tchu 
(tea with sugar), it is unthinkable to turn 
down the invitation,” explained Markéta.

After returning home she caught her-
self comparing what was actually better 
and more interesting over there. It was 
hard to get used to calm weather and 
grey clothes again.

“And no one ever looks at you and 
smiles here. I must say I miss Bangla-
desh all the time,” sighed Štěpánka.

Bangladesh: A Guest 
is a Gift from God

text: velena MazOchOvá rePrO: Žurnál uP

Students Iva Musilová, Markéta Nešporová a Štěpánka Pecháčková (from the right).

Three students of the 
Theological Faculty returned 

from their trip to Bangladesh 
filled with warm memories of its 

different cultural environment, 
omnipresent hospitality and 

good weather. They gathered 
data for their master’s theses 

and realized how small the 
world is, and that you can make 

friends even with people from 
the other side of this planet.
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research Man in the Middle of the Ocean

Palacký University experts 
sailed thousands of nautical 

miles throughout 2013 in 
order to examine the human 

ability of psychological and 
social adaptation in extreme 
conditions. They themselves 

encountered seasickness and 
ocean tempests, but recognised 

the hard work of sailors.

“To be honest, I felt tremendous relief 
when Ivo Jirásek safely returned from 
the last stage of the voyage. At this mo-
ment, I am fully contented,” said Michal 
Kalman from the Faculty of Physical 
Culture, the guarantor of this rather un-
conventional outdoor research project

He is one of the leading experts in the 
research of active lifestyles of children 
and youth, at the same time a sailor and 
promoter of sailing on historical ships. 
The transoceanic research voyage on the 
Dutch schooner Oosterschelde launched 
in the spring of 2013 became an inter-
esting year-long project. 

 “I was very anxious when our stu-
dent Šimon Pelikán cast off in March as 
the first volunteer. However, everything 
worked fine in terms of organisational 
and technical aspects, the Dutch par-
ty fulfilled the conditions of our agree-
ment; we even managed all financial 
aspects. I’m very happy to have under-
taken this challenge,” said Kalman.

An experienced 
canoeist…
Šimon Pelikán, a Recreology student, 
got on board in Santos, Brazil, at the end 
of March, spent a month in the middle of 
South Atlantic and then disembarked in 
South African Cape Town. Unlike his ac-

ademically more experienced colleagues, 
this former world champion in canoeing 
and water sports lover truly enjoyed his 
voyage. “I was not looking forward to dry 
land. It made me feel safe, though – the 
fact that I could have an accident at any 
time and it’ll be alright, help will be near,” 
said Pelikán after his return. 

“The scariest moment was when 
I climbed the mast, some 30 metres above 
the deck, and the ship kept swaying with 
the waves, ten metres to the left, ten to 
the right. It was awful, but at the same 
time, I really appreciated this amazing ex-
perience,” added the young adventurer. 

… and terrestrial 
scientists
On the other hand, Docent Peter Tavel 
from the Sts Cyril and Methodius Facul-
ty of Theology and Ivo Jirásek, the Vice-
Dean of the Faculty of Physical Culture, 
got on board the ship with minimal sail-
ing experience. Jirásek called it his maid-
en voyage, while Tavel admitted to being 
a non-swimmer who hates the sea. 

“I am so sick, physically, but I’m not 
afraid anymore of what’s happening. 
No matter what happens. I fell asleep 
instantly. It was a wild welcome, but 
I think the sea has started to accept me. 
I am becoming a seafarer. Then it oc-

Behavioural and Experiential
Changes Monitored
by Olomouc Scientists
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Man in the Middle of the Ocean

curred to me – didn’t I come to conduct 
research…? I smiled and said to my-
self, it won’t be bad to survive, at least,” 
wrote Tavel in his diary after the first 
night in the waters of the Indian Ocean, 
when the ship had to return to harbour 
due to bad weather. 

“Seasickness underlined all the other 
experiences. I was astonished, however, 
by the conjunction of quite contradictory 
things. While vomiting into the ocean, 
I noticed a rainbow emerging from the 
surface. The contrast of undignified puk-
ing with an aesthetic experience was 
quite fascinating,” Jirásek reminisced. 

No Hollywood 
scenarios
The objective of Olomouc academics on 
a sailboat made in 1918 was to monitor 
the changes in behaviour and the way of 
experiencing extreme conditions for one-
self as well as in others. The preliminary 
research conducted by Šimon Pelikán 
pointed out the demanding character of 
the sailors’ chores and the need to adjust 
the way the research was conducted.

Therefore Peter Tavel, who travelled 
in June and July from Mauritius to Perth 
in Australia, reduced the questionnaires 
and briefed the passengers about his 
research before setting sail. On the open 
sea, he observed how their emotions, 
relationships, and assessments evolve, 
talking to them, filling in question-
naires. “They were all semi-profession-

als who had the courage to sail across 
the sea. Nothing happened, no Holly-
wood scenario. Everything was normal, 
including common small conflicts when 
someone came late to his shift,” said the 
psychologist.

Tavel investigated seven men and 
eight women, aged 19 to 66 years, and 
very diverse in terms of their origin – the 
USA, Australia, Scandinavia, Germa-
ny, and the Netherlands. They became 
a “control group” for a group of Russian 
cosmonauts who simulated the condi-
tions of 500 days of flight to Mars. “The 
cosmonauts’ conversations were mainly 
about food. No sex. It was the same on 
board, too,” confirmed Tavel. 

The spiritual dimension of human ex-
perience was in the focus of Ivo Jirásek 
who took the longest passage – from 
New Zealand to the Falkland Islands. 
He found a gift in the vast expanse of 
the ocean – an opportunity to calm 
down, contemplate, and consider life 
priorities. “I think my colleagues felt 
similarly, since the theme of home, and 
the spiritual dimension when you focus 
rather on the deeper moments and your 
purpose in life than on any physical 

discomfort, appeared even in the log-
book,” said Jirásek.

Research, a book, 
a documentary and 
other expeditions
The collected data are being analysed 
now and will result in output which will 
be not aimed at academic readers only. 
“We’re writing a monograph which 
should meet academic standards, but at 
the same time we’d like to include nice 
photographs to make it attractive for 
common readers as well. We’ll also try 
to produce a documentary together with 
Czech Television,” said Kalman.

The contribution of the research 
voyage is not only scientific. “We’ve 
achieved international recognition. We 
have proven we can efficiently finance 
and man such an enterprise, organised 
on behalf of the Czech Republic. In the 
years 2015–16, an expedition on a his-
torical sailboat to the Svalbard Archi-
pelago (Spitzbergen) will be under-
taken, and we’ll try to take part,” said 
Kalman, describing their future plans.
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Behavioural and Experiential
Changes Monitored
by Olomouc Scientists

Peter TavelŠimon Pelikán Ivo Jirásek

Oosterschelde. 
Historical topsail 

schooner from 
the Netherlands, 

completed 
in 1918, on its 

voyage around 
the world. 
Length 50 

metres, beam 
7.5 metres. Its 

sail area covers 
891 square 

metres.
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Wheat Genome
Sequenced
by Olomouc 
Scientists

science

Researchers from the Centre of the Haná Region for 
Biotechnological and Agricultural Research (CHR) at Palacký 
University have completed a step of cardinal importance in 

terms of decoding the genetic information of common, or bread 
wheat (Triticum aestivum). They have completed the DNA library 

for all 21 chromosomes of the crop after decade-long research, 
which resulted in an award by the International Wheat Genome 

Sequencing Consortium. Their research is vital for the cultivation 
of more resistant and higher-yielding varieties of wheat, a major 

world food staple crop.

Research into the complicated wheat ge-
nome involves the collaboration of scien-
tists from all over the world. The aim of 
the International Consortium is to de-
code the genetic information of the crop 
no later than 2017, and it would not be 
possible without the method developed in 
Olomouc. “The completion of the library 
has been our first major success and a big 
step towards our ultimate goal. Anoth-
er step will be the completion of physical 
maps and then the decoding itself, in oth-
er words sequencing. All this would have 
been very difficult to accomplish without 
our strategy,” said Prof. Jaroslav Doležel, 
the CHR Scientific Director.

Isolated information 
stored in the DNA 
libraries
The wheat genome is so huge that it can-
not be analysed as a whole. While the 
human genome contains approximately 
three billion letters of genetic code, the 
wheat genome contains roughly six times 
that. Therefore Olomouc scientists split 
the genetic information into smaller seg-
ments – chromosomes, which were then 
analysed separately. They used a flow cy-
tometer, which sorts the chromosomes, 
and then isolated the DNA (deoxyribonu-
cleic acid) from each chromosome. DNA 
is further divided into smaller segments, 
and these are stored for later use in an 
archive called a DNA library. “We have 
developed a method of constructing chro-
mosome DNA libraries, making the de-
coding much easier,” explained Doležel. 

The completion of the set of DNA 
libraries was officially revealed by the 
scientific community in January at 
Plant & Animal Genome XXII, a pres-
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Prof. Jaroslav Doležel in the CHR 
greenhouse with wheat samples.

tigious conference in San Diego, where 
Prof. Doležel’s team received an award 
for its major contribution to the wheat 
genome sequencing. Symbolically, it was 
almost exactly ten years after his team be-
gan the investigation. “In 2004, the first 
library of this kind was published. Until 
then, no one believed such a thing could 
be possible,” said Doležel with a smile.

First chromosome 
decoded completely, 
others in brief
DNA libraries are a prerequisite for de-
coding the whole wheat genome. So far, 
the first of the 21 chromosomes has been 
fully decoded, due to the collaboration 
of the CHR scientists with their French 
colleagues. “We obtained detailed infor-
mation on the molecular structure of the 
3B chromosome. We now know which 
genes it carries and how they are struc-
tured. These findings have accelerated 
the isolation of important genes as well 
as the application of molecular methods 
in cultivation. This research also allows 
us to reveal how the genetic information 

developed throughout evolution. The 
most beautiful thing about our work is 
how we proceed from basic research all 
the way to practical applications,” added 
Doležel. An article summing up their 
research findings has been sent to the 
prestigious journal Science.

The journal should also inform that 
the International Consortium has man-
aged to decode tentatively the DNA of 
all the remaining chromosomes. Prof. 
Doležel’s team played a key role in this 
achievement as well. “We have been de-
coding the most complex plant genome 
ever, and what is more, in the highest 
quality. We are the only ones who have 
been able to divide the wheat genome 
into small segments, which we have 
passed on to other teams associated in 
the Consortium, from the USA to Ja-
pan,” said Doležel. 

Another Green 
Revolution?
Both articles should be published in 
Spring 2014, on the 100th anniversary of 
the birth of Dr. Norman Ernest Borlaug, 

an American agronomist who is called 
the “father of the Green Revolution”. In 
1970, he was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for innovations in the cultivation 
of new, highly resistant and productive 
crop varieties, especially wheat. A con-
ference taking place on the date of this 
anniversary will point out the risk of 
a food crisis. According to some scien-
tists, such a crisis can be expected with-
in twenty or thirty years, because our ag-
ricultural production cannot satisfy the 
needs of the increasing population.

Olomouc scientists have therefore 
begun analysing the genetic information 
of related wild-growing wheat varieties 
in order to find important characteris-
tics which have disappeared during the 
course of cultivation. These could be 
inserted into the wheat genome by tra-
ditional crossbreeding or by means of 
genetic engineering. 

The Centre of the Haná Region for 
Biotechnological and Agricultural Re-
search is a joint project of Palacký Uni-
versity, the Institute of Experimental 
Botany at the Academy of Sciences of 
the Czech Republic, and the Crop Re-
search Institute. 
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An important step towards 
solving a huge medical problem, 

the increasing resistance of 
bacteria to antibiotics, has 
been made by scientists of 

the Faculties of Medicine and 
Science. They have proved that 

the efficiency of antibiotics 
may be enhanced by adding 

a silver compound; alternatively 
even silver microparticles or 

nanoparticles.

Excessive use of antibiotics in medicine 
was typical mainly from the 1960 to the 
1980s. “Many bacterial strains became 
resistant to antibiotic treatments, and 
the suppression of bacterial infections 
often requires substantially higher dos-
es of antibiotics and their combinations. 
This involves a number of adverse ef-
fects, including drug interaction,” said 
the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and 
a microbiologist, Milan Kolář, explain-
ing the reasons for conducting a sever-
al-year-long research, in which he has 
participated himself.

This invention from Olomouc, whose 
process has been applied for a patent 
at the Industrial Property Office of the 
Czech Republic, is essentially a prepara-
tion containing a mixture of antibiotics 
and silver in the from of nanoparticles 
or a suitable compound. The main con-
tribution is in the fact that antibiotics 
with the addition of silver show an an-
tibacterial effect even on bacteria upon 
which the antibiotics without the silver 
supplement were not effective or only 
partially effective. The effect may also 
be observed with significantly lower 
concentrations of antibiotics.

Antibacterial proper-
ties of silver known 
since ancient times
“The antibacterial properties of silver 
have been known for centuries. The 
ancient Romans used silver utensils or 
threw silver coins into milk so that it 
stayed fresh longer. The current pop-
ularity of nanoparticles made us focus 
on the utilisation of silver nanoparticles 
in biological applications. So we began 
to study their antibacterial activity in 
collaboration with the Faculty of Medi-
cine,” said Aleš Panáček from the De-
partment of Physical Chemistry at the 
Faculty of Science and from the Region-
al Centre of Advanced Technologies and 
Materials, in regard to the initiation of 
the research.

The scientists had first confirmed 
the antibacterial activity of silver. Their 
work, published in 2006 in The Journal 
of Physical Chemistry B, was one of the 
first works of its kind, was positively ac-
knowledged in the scientific community, 
and has been cited in hundreds of texts. 
Consequently, the issue of resistance of 

science Silver!
Olomouc Scientists Proved That It Enhances the Effects of Antibiotics

Aleš Panáček from the Department of Physical Chemistry of Faculty of Science 
and the Regional Centre of Advanced Technologies and Materials
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Olomouc Scientists Proved That It Enhances the Effects of Antibiotics
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bacteria to antibiotic treatment came 
into question and has been investigated 
by Olomouc scientists in the last three 
years. “It occurred to us that nanopar-
ticles may be added to antibiotics. Then 
we managed to prove that silver nano-
particles highly enhance the effect of an-
tibiotics upon bacteria. This application 
of silver may result in administration 
of lower doses of antibiotics in medical 
practice, thus decreasing the risk of side 
effects. Perhaps even more important is 
the finding that silver nanoparticles re-
new the effect of antibiotics on resistant 
bacteria,” said Panáček.

A number of clinical 
trials required
Silver nanoparticles have not been used 
yet in the treatment of bacterial infec-
tions. In order to become ingredients in 
drugs in the future, a number of clini-
cal trials are required, and they are very 
expensive. According to Prof. Kolář, this 
principle has been confirmed in laborato-
ry conditions. “Its efficacy has also been 
demonstrated in topical application in 

the form of ointment and hydrogels. Most 
recently, the research has proceeded to 
animal testing,” added Prof. Kolář.

The combination of antibiotics and 
silver nanoparticles had been investi-
gated by other scientific teams as well. 
“They had never achieved as significant 
results as we have, that is, such a high 
antibacterial activity at such a low con-
centration of both silver nanoparticles 
and antibiotic. This has been possi-
ble since, due to the fusion of scientific 
teams from the fields of nanomaterials 
and microbiological research, we have 

unique methods for the preparation of 
silver nanoparticles and also highly reli-
able methods of testing the antibacterial 
activity. Therefore our teams have ex-
celled in the research regarding the re-
covery of the sensitivity of bacteria still 
resistant to antibiotics,” noted Panáček.

The latest results should be soon 
made available in scientific publica-
tions. Antibiotic preparations in com-
bination with silver may be applied in 
human medicine as well as in veterinary 
medicine, sanitary equipment and mate-
rials, and cosmetics.

Nano-silver dispersionStaphylococcus aureus (S aureus KA)

Milan Kolář – microbiologist and dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry
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Nights Owls More Depressive 
Than Early Birds

Being “a night owl” is not 
a godsend. A team of experts 

from the Department of 
Psychology has proven it by 
monitoring the biorhythms 
of nearly 700 students. So-

called “night owls”, compared 
to “early birds”, suffer from 
depression more frequently, 

have worse sleep quality, and 
are inclined to smoking and 
drinking coffee and alcohol.

“It’s a pioneering study, this kind of re-
search is still in its infancy in the Czech 
Republic,” said the author of the study, 
Denisa Janečková.

Circadian rhythms involve the regular 
sleep/wake cycle and changes of bodily 
temperature. They determine two basic 
categories: the morning chronotype, of-
ten described as “early birds”, versus the 
evening chronotype, i.e. “night owls”.

Experts from the Department of Psy-
chology have collected data from PU 
students in the last two years, and along 
with the two basic ones, they also classi-
fied the intermediate chronotype, roughly 
one half of the respondents. The morning 
and evening type was found in 25% of the 
respondents each. These chronotypes 
were compared with other variables – the 
degree of depression, sleep quality, health 
risk behaviour, and temperamental and 
personal characteristics. 

Neglected sleep
“Findings known from a number of for-
eign studies have been confirmed. Night 
birds do worse than other chronotypes 
in all aspects. They smoke much more, 
drink alcohol, and use other stimulants. 
They also spend more time at the com-
puter and much less in sporting activ-
ities. Early birds were on the opposite 
side of the spectrum. They turned out 
to often refrain from alcohol and coffee 
and to be engaged in sports every day,” 
said Janečková.

The night types have also problems 
falling asleep, which results in the poor 
quality of their sleep and a shorter sleep 
period than needed. This further leads 
to increased depression rate, irritabil-
ity, and exhaustion. “Sleep is one of 

our most vital needs. And we tend to 
neglect sleep. Sleep debt accumulates 
so much we’re unable to make up for it 
during weekends. I hope these findings 
will help to transform our society, since 
from this perspective, the beginning 
hours of working shifts or classes at 
school should be adjusted by one hour,” 
claimed Janečková.

Morning types typically wake in early 
hours of the day, and the peak of their 
activity is between 9 and 12 noon. They 
go to bed between 9 and 11 pm. Evening 
types have their daily schedule ad-
vanced by several hours, so the peak of 
their activity takes place in the evening 
and night hours. 

Unchangeable 
chronotypes 
According to Janečková, we cannot con-
sciously change our chronotype – we 
only are compelled to adjust ourselves 
to the requirements of the society in 
the long terms. “We really have to force 
ourselves. A good question is wheth-
er all those who were classified as early 
birds or the intermediate truly belong 
to these chronotypes, or whether their 
behaviour is affected by their neces-
sary adaptation,” added Janečková. The 
proportion of chronotypes in our soci-
ety cannot be determined from this re-
search, since the number of respondents 
was too small. 

However, circadian preferences change 
with age. Evening chronotypes prevail 
among the young, whereas older people 
tend to be early birds. This change occurs 
around 50 years of age. More early birds 
can be found among women and girls; 
men tend to be night owls. Author of the study Denisa Janečková
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Olomouc Botanists Discover 
a New Plant on Borneo

This new addition to the plant kingdom 
has been acknowledged by the glob-
al scientific community. A description 
of the plant, in which three Palacký 
University students participated, was 
recently published by the international 
scientific journal Phytotaxa.

“The plant appears extraordinary at the 
very first sight. It looks rather like a mush-
room or a weird animal. It is non-green 
and there is usually just one flower with 
tentacles on its seemingly leafless stem. It 
is very inconspicuous, four inches tall, its 
colour blending in with fallen leaves. It is 
not easy to find,” said Martin Dančák from 
the Department of Ecology describing the 
new plant. Thismia hexagona seems to be-
long to non-green plants—those without 
chlorophyll. While the majority of non-
green plants live parasitically, Thismia 
hexagona is myco-heterotrophic—it lives 
in symbiosis with mycelium.

The importance of 
falling down

The discovery was made by a postgradu-
ate student of the Department of Botany, 
Michal Sochor. He admitted it was a co-
incidence. “I slipped and fell. Lying on 
the ground, I noticed a strange organism. 
At first, I was not sure if it was a plant or 
animal. I picked it, put it into a box, and 
started to research the literature with my 
colleagues. After several days, we came to 

the conclusion that it seems to be an un-
described species. It has been a fantastic 
personal experience for me,” said Sochor. 
In the following days, the expedition par-
ticipants found several more populations: 
20 specimens were found in a one-hectare 
area. Nevertheless, according to Dančák, 
the discovered species is extremely rare 
in the natural environment and cannot be 
found anywhere else on the planet. “Such 
varieties are usually discovered only once 
and may never appear again, not even at 
the same spot,” added Dančák.

The hypothesis was 
confirmed by almost 
a detective investigation
The researchers studied the available 
lists of plants and found out that the 
genus that the discovered plant belongs 
to has never been seen in the area. “The 
investigation that followed was almost 
a detective one, because we had to find 
out how many species have been de-
scribed in the region of South-East 
Asia, we searched for their descriptions 
and photographs, and singled out a nar-
rower group of similar plants. Then we 
compared individual traits between the 
similar species. Our conclusion was that 
our plant is characterised with a unique 
combination of traits, which cannot be 
found in any other species. This finding 
made us certain that we have found an 

unknown species,” said Michal Hroneš 
from the Department of Botany.

The description must be published in 
order to be accepted by the scientific com-
munity. One of the interesting aspects of 
the whole process is giving a name to the 
plant. The botanists first wanted to name 
it after the location, then considered 
naming it Aster davidii, since its flower is 
composed of six brightly yellow triangu-
lar points reminiscent of the Star of Da-
vid. “The name we all liked most, howev-
er, was hexagona, which also describes its 
shape,” said Hroneš.

In January 2014, the botanists will 
search the same location during anoth-
er expedition. “It will be interesting to 
see whether the plant reappears at the 
same spot, since many Thismiae have 
been found only once. They do not need 
any light for their survival, so they easi-
ly survive in the ground for many years 
in the form of rhizomes in symbiosis 
with a fungus,” explained Dančák. In 
his opinion, there may be perhaps five 
dozen different Thismiae growing in the 
world’s rain forests.

The research in the tropical forests of 
Borneo has been conducted by Olomouc 
botanists along with their colleagues 
from the Institute of Botany at the Acade-
my of Sciences of the Czech Republic and 
from Mendel University in Brno for sever-
al years. Ten students of Palacký Univer-
sity and five students of the University in 
Ostrava joined this year’s expedition.
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An unknown plant variety 
was discovered this year 
by experts from the 
Palacký University Faculty 
of Science during their 
expedition to the rain 
forests of Borneo. This tiny 
plant has been named 
Thismia hexagona, and 
while its hexagonal flower 
top is of great interest, so is 
its way of life.
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Improved Practical Skills for 
Graduates in Physiotherapy
New equipment, study materials 
and innovative curricula – these 
are the outcomes of three years 

of a European project in the 
Department of Physiotherapy at 

the Faculty of Health Sciences. 
The project was aimed at 

improving the practical skills 
of future physiotherapists and 

enhancing their chances to find 
employment.

“Our goal was to improve the quality 
of education at the Department of Phys-
iotherapy,” said the project investigator, 
Petra Bastlová. 

The project enabled the department 
to purchase new equipment, such as 
massage beds, suspension devices for 
rehabilitation, and balance devices. 
“Our intention was to make students 
familiar with tools which are common 
in their future profession. Their employ-
ers provide us with good feedback – the 
graduates who have had experience in 
the project are able to cope with vari-
ous situations and have great commu-
nication skills with their patients,” said 
Bastlová. 

Modern kinesiology 
laboratory
The Kinesiology Laboratory, which is 
a joint facility of the Faculty of Health 
Science and Olomouc Teaching Hospi-
tal, has also received new equipment, 
now making it one of the most modern in 
the country. “We bought a surface elec-
tromyograph, which collects and analy-
ses data on muscle activity during vari-
ous activities. The evaluation software is 
available to students in the new comput-
er lab,” added Bastlová.

One of the important parts of the 
project is the involvement of new ex-
perts, who worked with students dur-
ing practical exercises. “The individual 
approach is vital. Groups of two or three 
students attended the practical exercis-
es, so that the lecturer could pay maxi-
mal attention to each one,” she said.

High employment rate
The project, with a budget of almost 
400,000 Euros, was financed from the 
European Social Fund. The Physiology 
graduates are now able to find jobs more 
easily, particularly in hospitals and 
out-patient care. 

“Physiotherapy is so popular that one 
could wonder why make our students 
even more competitive, as they are already 
almost 100% successful in finding jobs. 
However, the market may become saturat-
ed in the future, and employers may begin 
to prefer graduates from more prestigious 
schools. We want to keep our good name 
and keep track of the latest trends in reha-
bilitation,” explained Bastlová.

The project allowed the innovation of 
36 courses, organisation of specialised 
conferences and workshops, and publi-
cation of course materials and articles in 
scholarly journals. 

TEx T	/	PHOTO:  M art ina šar adínOvá
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Awards for
PU Personalities
The most frequently cited Czech scien-
tist in biomedicine, Jiří Bártek, received 
the František Běhounek Award for im-
proving the Czech Republic’s profile in 
European R&D. He is a world-class sci-
entist in basic biomedical research, head 
of several European prestigious research 
laboratories, and the leader of one of the 
teams in the Institute of Molecular and 
Translational Medicine in Olomouc. His 
work focuses on molecular genetics and 
tumours, especially on the regulatory 
mechanisms of tumorous cell division 
and mechanisms leading to the genesis 
of tumours. Recently, he has been work-
ing on his concept of malignant tumour 
development, based on the efficacy of 
the anti-cancer cellular barrier. This is 
a key discovery for new directions in on-
cological treatment.

Jiří Gallo, Head of the Department of 
Orthopaedics, became the recipient of the 
Josef Hlávka Award for scientific litera-
ture in the field of medicine. As a member 
of the authors’ team of the awarded mon-
ograph Surgical Revision of the Total Hip 
Arthroplasty, he contributed with chap-
ters on the causes for total hip arthroplas-
ty failure, the development of bone de-
fects around it, and the general theory of 
hip prosthesis infections.

Head of the Department of Art Histo-
ry at the Philosophical Faculty, Rostislav 
Švácha, became the laureate of the Minis-
try of Culture Award in Architecture. The 
art historian and theoretician was award-
ed for his contribution to recognition and 
popularisation of modern and contem-
porary architecture and for his strenuous 
defence of our cultural heritage.

Marco Cerami from the Department 
of Informatics, Faculty of Science brought 

back a prestigious award for young sci-
entists – EUSFLAT Best PhD Thesis 
Award, awarded at an international con-
ference organised by European Society 
for Fuzzy Logic and Technology in Milan. 
He focused on description logics, which 
are modern tools for processing informa-
tion in extensive systems such as big med-
ical databases or the Internet.

František Karlický from the Depart-
ment of Physical Chemistry, Faculty of 
Science was acknowledged for the best 
presentation at the conference of Interna-
tional Society for Theoretical Chemical 
Physics in Budapest. It dealt with non-co-
valent interactions between graphene and 
various molecules and atoms.

Centrum Polonicum at the University 
of Warsaw awarded a prominent per-
sonality of Polish Studies in Olomouc 
and the main author of the curriculum 
therein, Marie Sobotková from the 
Department of Slavonic Studies, Philo-
sophical Faculty. The decision was made 
by the Chapter of Polonicum Prize, 
members of which are Rector of the 
University of Warsaw, the Polish Sen-
ate Marshal, the Minister of Culture, the 
Minister of Higher Education, Dean of 
the Faculty of Polish Philology, Chair-
man of the Scientific Committee, and 
the Centrum Director. 

The composition Water and Air 
brought its author Tomáš Hanzlík the 
Libuška Award, given by the director 
of Opera, an important Czech festival 
of musical theatre. The composer and 
teacher in the Department of Music 
Education, Faculty of Education thus 
introduced the painter, sculptor, and 
writer Jakub Obrovský in his work, per-
formed by Ensemble Damian.

awards

Jiří Bártek Marie Sobotková (on the left)
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proFessorsPalacký University
Professors
Named
in 2013

President Miloš 
Zeman appointed new 

Professors in June 2013 
in Prague’s Carolinum. 

Ten of them are 
scientists and teachers 
at Palacký University.

“Promotion to the title of ‘Professor’ involves obligation and 
responsibility. The role of Professor cannot be reduced to scien-
tific performance or management in the seclusion of one’s office; 
equal attention must be paid to students, and to social responsi-
bilities,” said the Minister of Education at the time, Petr Fiala.

In his speech, President Zeman reminisced about Prof. Pav-
el Hrubý from the University of Economics in Prague, whose 
career was a shining example of how Professors need wisdom 
to be able to inspire their students on a long term basis. 

The title of Professor is a scholarly title for university teach-
ers and is valid nationwide, not limited to a single university. It 
is preceded by the title of Docent, awarded after habilitation. 
Professors are nominated by Science or Humanities Commit-
tees at universities and formally named by the President. 

The highest academic title was awarded to:

 Prof. RNDr. Tomáš Adam, Ph.D. (b. 1965)
Head of the Department of Clinical Biochemistry at the 
Teaching Hospital, Olomouc – Professor in Medical 
Chemistry and Biochemistry (Medical Faculty nominee) | 
Habilitation: New Approaches to the Diagnostics of Inherited 
Disorders of Purine and Pyrimidine Metabolism (2005)

 Prof. Ing. Jaroslav Doležel, DrSc. (b. 1954)
Palacký University Faculty of Medicine, Department of Cell 
Biology and Genetics (since 1992) – Plant Genetics | Habilita-
tion: Application of Flow Cytometry in Plant Genome Analysis 
| Professorship: Molecular Biology and Genetics at Masaryk 
University in Brno

 Prof. RNDr. Rüdiger Horst Ettrich, Ph.D. (b. 1970)
Director of the Institute of Nanobiology and Structural Biolo-
gy at the Czech Academy of Sciences | Habilitation: Computa-
tional Modeling of Protein Structure and Function in Combi-
nation with Spectroscopical Techniques (2006), PU Olomouc

 Prof. PhDr. Marek Franěk, CSc., Ph.D. (b. 1956)
Docent at the Department of Management at the Faculty of 
Informatics and Management, University of Hradec Králové 
| Docent at the Faculty of the Environment at Jan Evangelista 
Purkyně University in Ústí nad Labem | Habilitation: Time in 

2013’s New Professors. From left to right: Rudolf Psotta, Miloš Táborský, Rüdiger Horst 
Ettrich, Jaroslav Doležel, Tomáš Adam and Marek Franěk.

Music. Experiments in Perception and in the Creation of Tem-
po and Rhythm (2003) | Professorship: Department of Music 
Education, Faculty of Education, PU Olomouc

 Prof. MUDr. Jiří Gallo, Ph.D. (b. 1966)
Head of the Orthopaedic Clinic at the Medical Faculty and 
Teaching Hospital in Olomouc | Habilitation: Selected Eti-
opathogenetic and Clinical Aspects of Periprosthetic Osteoly-
sis (2008) | Professorship on the proposal of the Science Com-
mittee of Charles University

 Prof. PhDr. Tomáš Kubíček, Ph.D. (b. 1966)
Head of the Department of Czech Studies, Philosophical Fac-
ulty, Palacký University | Habilitation: The Narrator: Ca-
tegories of Narrative Analysis (2008, Charles University in 
Prague) | Professorship on the proposal of the University of 
South Bohemia in České Budějovice

 Prof. PhDr. Zdeněk Pechal, CSc. (b. 1957)
Head of the Department of Slavonic Studies, Philosophical 
Faculty, Palacký University – History of Slavonic Literatures 
with specialisation in History of Czech, Polish, and Russian 
Literature | Habilitation: Play in the novels of Vladimír Nabo-
kov (1997)

 Prof. PaedDr. Rudolf Psotta, Ph.D. (b. 1960)
Kinanthropologist at the Department of Natural Sciences in 
Kinanthropology, Faculty of Physical Culture, Palacký Uni-
versity | Habilitation: Intermittent Movement Performance 
and Training (2004)

 Prof. MUDr. Jiří Řehák CSc., FEBO (b. 1958)
Head of the Ophthalmology Clinic at the Teaching Hospital 
and Medical Faculty in Olomouc | Habilitation: Branch Reti-
nal Vein Occlusion (1996) | Professorship on the proposal of 
the Science Committee of Charles University

 Prof. MUDr. Miloš Táborský, CSc., FESC, MBA (b. 1962)
Head of the First Internal Clinic – Cardiology at the Teaching 
Hospital and Medical Faculty in Olomouc | Habilitation: Non-
Pharmacological Treatment of Advanced Cardiac Failure 
(2006)
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Six docents were proposed to be ap-
pointed Professors by the Scientific 
Council of Palacký University, and an-
other two by the University of Pardubice 
and Masaryk University in Brno. They 
accepted their degrees in Prague’s Caro-
linum in March 2014.

Jan Mareš is the Head 
of the Centre for Diag-
nostics and Treatment of 
Demyelinating Diseas-
es, the Head of the 
Spinal Fluid Laboratory, 

and Deputy Head of the Neurology 
Clinic in Prague. In his research, he 
focuses on the application of new bio-
chemical markers in the diagnostics of 
neurodegenerative and demyelinating 
diseases. His contribution to patients 
with multiple sclerosis was recognised 
by the Czech Senate Award. He was 
appointed Professor in Neurology.

The professional profile 
of Čestmír Neoral, the 
Head of the First Sur-
gery Clinic, includes 
a specialisation in chest 
and abdominal surgery, 

especially in oncologic, gastric, and 
minimally invasive surgery. He was 
appointed Professor in Surgery. 

Eliška Sovová, the 
Head of the Department 
of Exercise Medicine 
and Cardiovascular 
Rehabilitation and 
Vice-Dean of the Facul-

ty of Medicine, was appointed Professor 

in Internal Medicine. Her specialisation 
is the risk factors and prevention of 
cardiovascular diseases.

The Department of 
Pharmacology Deputy 
Head, Rostislav Veče-
řa, deals with experi-
mental pharmacology of 
natural and synthetic 

agents with hypolipidemic effects. He 
was appointed Professor in Medical 
Pharmacology.

The Scientific Council 
also approved the nomi-
nation of Kamil Vyslou-
žil, who works in ab-
dominal surgery with 
specialisation in surgi-

cal treatment of colorectal diseases. His 
team of colorectal surgeons at the 
Surgical Clinic in Olomouc takes com-
plex surgical care of colorectal patients 
and uses specialised examination meth-
ods. His monograph Complex Treat-
ment of Rectal Tumours was awarded 
the PU Rector’s Award and Professor 
Karel Maydl Medal by the Czech Associ-
ation of Surgeons.

Jan Řídký, the Director 
of the Physical Institute 
at the Academy of 
Sciences and a member 
of the Joint Laboratory 
of Optics, was appoint-

ed Professor in Applied Physics. He 
aims his attention at experimental 
particle physics and astrophysics and 
his research findings have been a part of 

several extensive specialised experi-
ments in international research centres 
such as the CERN, Dubna, and Pierre 
Auger Observatory.

A historian and member 
of the Department of 
History at the Philo-
sophical Faculty, David 
Papajík focuses on 
medieval history, aris-

tocracy history, and regional history. 
This author of important monographs 
and recipient of the Josef Pekař Award 
in History, as well as several honorary 
awards by the PU Rector, was appointed 
Professor in Czech and Czechoslovak 
history.

Ondřej Bábek, the 
Head of the Department 
of Geology at the Facul-
ty of Science, was nomi-
nated in Geology by 
Masaryk University in 

Brno, where he graduated in 1992, 
habilitated in 2005, and defended his 
professorship in 2013. He lectures in 
Olomouc on Sedimentary Geology. He 
is professionally engaged in stratigra-
phy (a study of the relationships of rock 
layers in time and space) and environ-
mental geology, especially the issue of 
toxic metals occurrence in river and lake 
sedimentation. 

Of the more than 2,000 academic em-
ployees at Palacký University today, 
there are 26 female Professors and 
155 male Professors. 

Eight New Professors

The anniversary medal ceremony in 
spring 2014 was one of the events to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
Faculty of Science. One of the awardees 
was Prof. Jan Peřina, an expert in optics 
for fifty years.

“I had a hard time getting into the 
university in those days, being the son 
of a former landholder. It never would 
have occurred to me to be here for fifty 
years in a row. I’ve been through drama-
tic and quiet times, but you always have 
to be lucky. And I’ve been very lucky,” 
said Peřina, then wishing good luck to 
the faculty in the years to come.

diamond anniversary
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heritage

Renovation Transformed 
Assembly Hall
into Ceremonial Hall

The year-long efforts of art restorers have entirely changed the appearance of the great 
conference hall at the Rectorate. After many dozens of years, frescos have reappeared 
on its walls. Art historians have been dusting off its former name: the Ceremonial Hall.

“The condition of the frescos was not 
known, although their existence had been 
suspected,” said Prof. Ladislav Daniel of 
the Department of Art History. They were 
recognised by experts thanks to probing, 
and might have been whitewashed in the 
19th century. “The frescos were large-
ly damaged during electrification. The 
workers probably had no idea that there 
was something else under the whitewash,” 
explained Daniel.

Arabesques on the alcoves from the turn 
of the Renaissance and Baroque eras and 
vegetal and figural decorative motifs cov-
ering all the walls have reappeared from 
under the renovators’ touch. “They are ab-
sent in the middle, where the fireplace used 
to be, and in the corner, where a window 
was bricked up,” explained caretaker Pavel 
Absolon. The fireplace area should host 
a portrait of the first Rector of the renewed 
University in Olomouc, J.L. Fischer.

The vegetal motifs were complemented 
with figures from Classical mythology in 

the stucco. “No figure can be identified pre-
cisely, even though we could say that the fig-
ure in the front of the room might be Pallas 
Athena, and the one between the windows 
could be Venus. The damaged depiction of 
a group of charioteers may represent Pha-
ethon or Helios / Apollo / Phoebus, most 
probably Apollo,” said Daniel.

The oldest picture in the hall depicts 
a winged she-devil, monsters, and small-
er figures in the window niches. They are 
supposed to indicate our evil traits or the 
dangers awaiting us.

“The niche frescos might have been 
made at the beginning of the 17th centu-
ry. The remaining decoration is from the 
18th century, with an unclear relation to 
the stucco decoration on the ceiling. Ex-
act dating is impossible without discover-
ing the context,” clarified Daniel. 

Renovation costing 200,000 Euros dealt 
with the ceiling fresco, too – a depiction of 
the family of Darius III in front of Alexander 
the Great. It was first renovated at the begin-

ning of the 19th century and then in 1983, 
when the undercoating was reinforced. 

“Thirty years ago, the undercoating 
had to be made more compact, as the 
stucco kept falling off the wooden ceiling. 
Today, the fresco has been cleaned and 
finely retouched. The renovated ceiling 
reliefs had their damaged gilding com-
pleted, too,” summed up Daniel. 

František Ferdinand, the Count of Oedt 
and Dean of the Olomouc Chapter, had 
the ceiling of the Provost’s House painted 
at his own expense in 1730. The job was 
undertaken by Karel František Antonín 
Töpper, who adopted the scene from an 
engraving depicting the original fresco in 
the grand-ducal Palazzo Pitti in Florence, 
made by a leading Italian Baroque paint-
er, Pietro Berrettini da Cortona.

During the renovation, the floor has 
also been replaced, and the Ceremonial 
Hall will be equipped with new furniture.

The former Provost’s House has served 
as the Rectorate since 1950.
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Silver Medals The University is using new commemora-
tive medals made from pure silver. They 
depict František Palacký with a seal of 
Saint Catherine of Alexandria, the pat-
roness of universities, and the year of the 
University’s foundation, 1573.

The author of the theme is jeweller 
Petr Vogel. The main motif follows the 
old seal of the Philosophical Faculty, 

with Saint Catherine and an astrolabe, 
the heavenly vault, and other attributes. 

The medals come in two sizes. 
Those of 28mm diameter are at the dis-
posal of faculty Deans, while the larger 
medals (35 mm diameter) are reserved 
for use by the Rector. They are award-
ed to important academics and guests 
as an emblem of acknowledgement. 
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Viklický: I Wrote a Libretto and Became 
Stuck in the World of Opera for 4 Years
Universities usually take pride in 
their alumni, and such is the case 
with Palacký University and the re-
nowned jazz pianist and composer Emil 
Viklický. He celebrated his 66th birth-
day in Olomouc with the premiere of his 
Images, a concerto he composed for the 
Moravian Philharmonic Orchestra. 

“My father, an Arts professor at 
Olomouc University, used to say that 
one artist is not enough in the family. 
He meant my uncle, who had painted 
a portrait of T.G. Masaryk in the 1930s. 
A postal stamp based on his portrait 
was issued in 1936,” recalled Viklický. 

Although the Viklický family was nev-
er too keen on having another artist in 
the next generation, and they rather sup-
ported his studies in mathematics, his 
destiny seemed to have been sealed.

From a mathematician 
to a composer
After a five-year study at the Facul-
ty of Science, Viklický graduated in 
Mathematics and even considered 
applying to the doctoral programme. 
His diploma work was on symmetric 
polynomials.

“My uncle Viktor was forced to spend 
five years doing army labour for alleged 
defamation of the Communist Party, 
so my ideological profile was not pret-
ty. Besides, I’d have to study Marx-
ism along with Mathematics, and this 
was inconceivable. I decided to go and 
play jazz with Luděk Polan in Prague,” 
summed up Viklický.

Mathematical models, however, in-
spired him to his compositions, and he 
soon became a well-known jazz pia-
nist. “I’m a mathematician who com-
poses modern music. Improvisation 
is a demanding discipline; it may take 
even 20 years for a jazz pianist to learn 
how to do it. True jazzmen are not 
mere performers, but composers too, 
and it is never easy to instantly cre-
ate a composition which has a shape, 
sense, beginning, and end,” explained 
Viklický. 

The toil of opera 
Tempted to compose a more extensive 
form, Emil Viklický had earlier searched 
for a powerful theme for a contemporary 
opera. “I was experienced in the combi-
nation of drama and music, wrote film 

music, music for cartoons. When I read, 
during the war in Bosnia, about Czech 
soldiers being charged with the rape of 
an American sergeant, I realised that the 
story had been parallel to the tragedy of 
Phaedra,” he said. Then the idea to write 
the libretto for his first opera emerged, 
and despite the toil of writing opera, as 
he says, Phaedra was rapidly completed.

“I got into the opera business easily. 
I wrote the libretto, sent it into the con-
test, and won. Then I became stuck in 
the world of opera for four years,” said 
Viklický.

His following operas, The Plowman 
and Mácha’s Diary – as well as a mel-
odrama based on Václav Havel’s texts, 
The Mystery of Man – were commis-
sioned. Despite his immense relish 
for opera, he has become increasingly 
aware that composition of each opus 
consumes a good deal of his life. His 
dilemma today is between sacrificing 
more time to composition or accepting 
frequent offers for concerts.

“I don’t have an extra six months of 
life on supply! Opera is drama, opera is 
passion! As well as toil! Too many pag-
es to be covered with rows and rows of 
black dots,” concluded Viklický.

Emil Viklický
He studied 

jazz at Berklee 
School of Music 

in the USA in the 
1970s. Recently, 

he’s been 
playing with 

František Uhlíř and 
Laco Tropp in the 

Emil Viklický Trio. 

alumnus
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aFo

Academia Film Reveals 
the Mysteries of the Universe 
and the Human Brain

Exciting scientific themes filmed 
in a sophisticated way and 
appearances of prominent 

scientists and popular science 
authors combine for the 49th 

international festival of science 
documentary films, Academia 

Film Olomouc (AFO). The 
organisers offer voyages for 

knowledge into the depths 
of the cosmos and into the 

mysteries of the human brain.

This year’s AFO features a record num-
ber of films submitted to the competi-
tion and record numbers of national and 
international guests. AFO 2013 showed 
about 300 Czech or foreign documen-
taries, AFO 2014 has 420 film submis-
sions. Forty films are Czech; foreign 
ones include uncommon countries such 
as Chile and Mexico.

Less than one-tenth of the films have 
a chance to qualify for the competition, 
despite the fact that prizes are awarded 
in three categories for the first time in 
the history. In addition to the national 
and international competition, also for-
eign short films under 28 minutes have 
their own section this year. 

“The reasons were practical: we hope 
to show more short films in the future. 
Primary and secondary schools often 
request films that could be used in their 
classes, so films exceeding 50 minutes 
are not practical,” explained AFO Di-
rector Jakub Korda.

Ongoing fascination 
with the brain and 
the cosmos
The non-competitive part of the festi-
val is dominated by astrophysics and 
the functioning of the human brain and 
memory. 

“It’s been quite difficult to select 
the documentaries on the theme of the 
cosmos, because we need topical films, 
describing the most recent progress in 
knowledge. It’s demanding in terms of 
dramaturgy – to find the most suita-
ble film and bring the most appropriate 
guest,” explained Korda. 

One of the programme blocks cele-
brates the 80th anniversary of the birth 
of the American astronomer, astrophys-
icist, and popular science author, Carl 
Sagan. 

“Sagan was one of the promoters of 
taking a view of the Earth from above. 
He claimed that this perspective may 
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help humankind to achieve a major 
shift. Science for him had a strong ethi-
cal and spiritual message, and his 1980s 
series Cosmos: A Personal Voyage in-
spired a number of other films. We want 
to show how our knowledge has radical-
ly increased, although we still know too 
little about the universe,” said Korda.

The brain and pets
Another personality instigating the crea-
tion of an independent programme block 
is the famous mathematician, logician, 
cryptoanalyst, and pioneer of computer 
science, Alan Turing, who died 60 years 
ago. “He was a fascinating personal-
ity. An ingenious scientist, and at the 
same time a gay man whose coming out 
of closet had a tragic aspect, leading to 
his suicide. We want to present him as 
one of the most important scientists of 
the 20th century, who made the modern 
computer possible,” added Korda. 

One of the unexplored areas is the 
human brain and the way our memory 
works. Alzheimer’s disease, the disease 
of the 21st century according to some 
scientists, will be investigated, too.

The anniversary of World War I and 
its aftermath on life in Europe will also 
be commemorated.

In order to lighten things up, one of 
the themes will deal with love from the 
perspective of science. “Another block 
will reflect our ongoing argument, 
whether dogs or cats are better pets. 
Scientifically, of course. The BBC has 
produced several very interesting doc-
umentaries, experimenting with new 
technologies. The filmmakers were able 
to document what pets do when their 
owners are away,” described the AFO 
Director. 

Industry Meeting 2
The 49th year also hosts another Indus-
try Meeting for professionals from the 
television and film industry and science 
popularisers. The last year’s novelty has 
taken root, attracting representatives 
of important TV stations, including the 
Canadian CBC and Australian ABC, 
which have their own science depart-
ments. 

“One part of the meeting will sup-
port the stagnating Central European 
production of science documentaries. 
Top producers from abroad will ad-
vise Czech, Polish, and German young 
filmmakers how to launch a project and 
effectively offer it to television,” said 
Korda, adding that AFO is considered 
by film producers to be a place where 
films can be marketed. 

Capacity unchanged
The list of places where the individu-
al festival encounters with science will 
take place has not been changed. Festi-
val screenings will utilise all locations 
in the centre of Olomouc, including the 
Metropol Cinema, Convictorium, Upper 
Square, Music Theatre, and The Re-
gional Museum. “Our capacity cannot 
be increased anymore. Renting other 
places would be a burden in terms of 
costs and organisation; the festival has 
its limits,” said Korda.

Last year, almost 4,000 visitors came 
to the festival, and the final opinion poll 
disproved a few prejudices. It turned out 
that audience was not made up most-
ly by students, but the public as well, to 
a large degree. Also, Philosophical Fac-
ulty students do not prevail – all facul-
ties take part. 

To improve the status 
of science
AFO is not only a place where silver 
screen enthusiasts meet, but is also 
a heavyweight in Czech science popu-
larisation, as was demonstrated by the 
success in the SCIAP Competition Show 
2013, evaluating the most successful pop-
ularisation activities in the Czech Repub-
lic. AFO defended its last year’s second 
place title in one of the categories.

The festival Director does not want to 
overestimate this achievement. “It’s nice 
feedback to be appraised in a prestig-
ious competition organised by the Czech 
Academy of Sciences. However, com-
petition is not that great in such a small 
country. Our goal is to cooperate with 
other institutions more effectively in 
order to make more people interested 
in science. It is an opportunity to moti-
vate for further study and persuade the 
public that science matters and is worth 
being supported from the public budget. 
This is an investment which pays back,” 
said Korda.

TExT:  Martina šaradínOvá PHOTO:  Pavel kOnečný REPRO:  Žurnál uP

Jakub	Ráliš
Programme	Manager	

Radka	Hášová	
Fundraising	&	Partners Martina

Juříková
Production

Matěj	Dostálek
Head	of	Communication

Petr	Vlček
Head	of	Production

Lucie
Klevarová
Shipping
Coordinator

Jakub	Korda
Festival	Director

Jana
Jedličková
Programme	
Director

The main programme block:
COSMOS

Programme blocks:
Shapes of Love  Memory  Pets  Alan 
Turing  Insomnia  Docudrama

aFO aNNivErsarY: The Journey to 
Apocalypse

Main Prize: the producers of The 
Nature of Things series

Main guests: Pamela Gay – American 
astronomer, main guest in the COSMOS 
block  Jennifer Gardy – young 
epidemiologist who presents science in 
The Nature of Things television series 
 Alison Leigh – science documentary 
producer for the Australian ABC 
television network  Dorion Sagan – 
the son of Carl Sagan, late American 
icon of science popularisation

selected films: Particle Fever – 
a unique documentary about the 
CERN scientists and their quest for 
the Higgs boson.  Retrospective of 
Cosmos, one of the most popular 
science series of all time.  Whose 
Child Is Mine? – the official premiere. 
Perhaps the first Czech documentary 
adopting the “BBC style”, it focuses 
on the issue of parental genetic 
testing.  Earth from Space – 
American PBS documentary shows 
the “revolution” of satellites and 
other technologies in the exploration 
of space.
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music Five Contratenors
in the Baroque 
Opera Endymio

Without a stage set, without 
costumes, but with an 

exceptional international cast, 
this is how the Baroque opera 

Endymio was performed in the 
Convictorium Atrium. The roles 

of Endymio, Diana, Aurilla, 
Thyrsus, and Sylvanus were 

performed by the singers Jan 
Mikušek, Steve Wächter, Carl 

Thiemt, Stefan Kunath, and Piotr 
Olech (from left to right in the 

picture). Five counter tenors 
from Germany, Poland, and the 

Czech Republic in one concert 
is quite a rarity, even in the 

European context.

Endymio was written in 1727 by a Pi-
arist, Joanne Baptista – Jan Kopecký, 
who was also most probably the author 
of the lost music. New music was writ-
ten by Tomáš Hanzlík, the Art Director 
of Ensemble Damian from the Depart-
ment of Music Education.

Hanzlík shortened the original libret-
to to a large extent. Although he decided 
to keep certain musical motifs and adopt 
the atmosphere and musical spirit of the 
Piarist seminaries in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, the formerly three-hour opus 
was concentrated into a one-hour one-
act opera.

“This experimental performance 
was supposed to give an idea of how the 
opera sounded like during its premiere 
in 1727, when only male singers took 
part,” said Hanzlík.

Endymio as a concerto
“The concerto was thrilling. Han-
zlík’s Endymio works excellently even 
without the scenery and most definitely is 

one of the most impressive operas of the 
few last years, globally speaking,” said the 
Vice-Rector, composer Vít Zouhar. The 
version with five counter tenors is excep-
tional in its vocal scale as well as in the out-
standing individual singing performances, 
perfectly balanced into one whole. 

Baroque opera nights
A scenic adaptation of the Baroque 
Endymio will be performed during the 
Olomouc Baroque Festival 2014 in June. 
Altogether, six operas will be staged 
against the historical scenery of the old 
town of Olomouc. 

In addition to the Neo-Baroque Endy-
mio, based on a Baroque libretto with mo-
tifs from classical mythology on the theme 
of the power of Cupid’s arrows, the pro-
gramme also includes Hanzlík’s Ytu Inno-
cens. Admirers of Vivaldi, Handel and Lot-
ti will enjoy their carnival opera pasticcio 
about the victory of liberalism and revelry 
over prudence and asceticism, Facetum 
Musicum, directed by Tomáš Hanzlík.

TExT	/	PHOTO:  Milada hrOnOvá
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exlibris

Blue Shadows:
Detective Story within 
the Walls of PU
The author intended to write a universi-
ty detective novel. “This genre is pop-
ular in Great Britain, whereas it has 
no tradition here. At the same time, 
I wanted to write a novel that wouldn’t 
be meant for recreational reading, but 
– and it’s quite common in the world 
again – would also employ the detective 
plot for comments on burning social 
issues,” said Sýkora. The choice of the 
genre then determined the plot, made as 
realistic as possible by the author. 

Blue Shadows is Sýkora’s second de-
tective novel; the first one, 
A Case for an Exorcist, 
was appreciated 
by readers for 
its carefully 
worked out 
plot. 

Both 
of Sýko-
ra’s books, 
soon to be 
filmed for tel-
evision, intro-
duce the police 
inspector Marie 
Výrová. In 
the first 
book, she 

investigated an unusual case in the near-
by village of Štěpánov, where a dead girl 
was found on the church altar, and the 
traces lead her to the Olomouc universi-
ty. In Blue Shadows, Výrová investigates 
a murder committed on the PU campus. 
With her colleagues Pavel Edelweiss 
and Kristýna Horová, they slowly un-
tangle the threads of corrupted mach-
inations reaching to the highest places 
in the Czech government. Sýkora took 
advantage of his detailed knowledge of 
Olomouc and its university life.

“I never meant to say I had been 
inspired by specific persons or 

events. As far as I know, no 
students or university teach-

ers have been murdered yet 
in Olomouc,” pointed out 
Sýkora. 

The author works for 
the Department of The-
atre, Film and Media 
Studies. Blue Shadows is 
the result of two years of 
writing.

A murder, a thrilling plot, 
complicated love affairs, as 

well as humour stemming from 
everyday situations – this is Blue 

Shadows. This detective novel 
of 440 pages was written by the 
PU Philosophical Faculty teacher 
Michal Sýkora, and a significant 
part of the story takes place on 

the PU campus.
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All Medals!
Canoeists from the Sports Club of Palacký University, Jonatán Šrámek, Richard Hála and Tomáš Slovák, won first, second and 
third place in the Czech Championship on the Otava River in Šumava.

Record!
Faculty of Physical Culture student and Czech representative in finswimming, Zuzana Svozilová swum for a Czech record of 
3:22.75 on the 400 metres at the World Games 2013 in Cali, Columbia.

Bronze!
Olomouc volleyball players defended their third place in the extra-league. On their uniforms they wore the number of their 
deceased team-mate Alena Honková, and they brought her portrait for their group photo.
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sport

Climbing and Running: 
Traditional University Disciplines

Every year, Palacký Uni-
versity students compete 
in two championships – 
in rope climbing and in 
cross-country running.
Jan Čepera from the Faculty 
of Physical Culture excelled 
in rope climbing and had 
no real competition in the 
four- as well as eight-metre 
rope climb. In cross-country 
running, Roman Paulík from 
the Faculty of Science was 
phenomenal, winning for the 
fifth year in a row. 

Vendula Zbořilová from the 
Faculty of Physical Culture 
was the best runner among 
women. In indoor climb-
ing, Jana Hanuštiaková and 
Markéta Uhrová triumphed 
on the four- and eight-metre-
long ropes respectively.

Once an Olympic 
sport 
“There was a boom in rope 
climbing some ten years ago 

in the Czech Republic. And 
our student Aleš Novák was 
a world record holder, and 
that motivated us to make 
rope climbing one of the 
sport disciplines,” said Soňa 
Formánková, Head of the De-
partment of Sports.

The winner in the 
men’s category, Jan Čepera, 
appeared on the starting 
line only because he missed 
a medal by a few tenths of 
a second last year and fin-
ished fourth. “So I decided 
to give it another try. I didn’t 
practise, but I have a horizon-
tal bar at home, so I did pull-
ups on weekends, and I guess 
I did right,” said Čepera.

The long rope climbing 
winner, Markéta Uhrová, 
claimed she climbed with all 
her strength. “I gave it my 
best eight metres, all I had. 
My first try was okay, but 
then my arms stiffened, as 
I was exhausted,” she ad-
mitted.

Climbing used to be one of 
the Olympic sports. Bedřich 
Šupčík won the very first 
Czechoslovak Olympic gold 
medal, at the 1924 Olympic 
Games in Paris. His time on 
the eight-metre rope was 7.2 
seconds.

Stipend for the 
fastest
A total of 130 runners com-
peted in this year’s race, with 
more than 80 men. Most of 
them were students who ran 
for credits. The winners in 
each category were granted 
50 Euros from the Faculty 
Dean, Zbyněk Svozil.

“I ran better than last 
year,” said the winner, Ro-
man Paulík, after reaching 
the finish line. It was his fifth 
victory in a row in the Uni-
versity Championship. He 
studies Geology and Biology 
at the Faculty of Science and 
pursues athletics competi-

tively. The PU cross-coun-
try run is a great training for 
him. 

Vendula Zbořilová, the 
winner of fifty-member group 
of women runners, was con-
tent after the race. “I used to 
do heptathlon, now I run just 
once a week for fun. Winning 
a financial prize makes the 
victory even sweeter,” said 
the student of Physical Edu-
cation and Biology.

Academic gold
PU excels in sports. Its stu-
dents won two titles and 
overall third place among 
all universities at the Czech 
Indoor Academic Champion-
ship in 2014. Roman Paulík 
could not be defeated on 
1500m track, and another 
gold medal went to the wom-
en’s relay team of Kamila 
Němcová, Adéla Balůsková, 
Michaela Kučerová, and An-
drea Holleyová.



P a l a c k ý  U n i v e r s i t y 
I n f o c e n t r e

R e c e P t I o n  D e s k ,  t h e  R e g I o n a l  M U s e U M  o lo M o U c

5 Republic Square (nám. Republiky), CZ-77173 Olomouc, Czech Republic

- Information on offered study programmes

- Forthcoming events

- Academic science and research

- Information and advertising materials

o P e n I n g  h o U R s :
april–september daily, except for Mondays 9–noon / 1–4 pm

october–March daily, except for Mondays and Tuesdays 10–noon / 1–4 pm
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popularisation

Two hundred children 
graduated from 

Children's University in 2013. 
Regular Palacký University 

students could hardly gain as 
many experiences during their 

entire study.

Imagine a university where you could ex-
plore chemistry laboratories, a Baroque 
cathedral or ropes centre; where you 
could be a politician for a day, or a sleuth 
tracking the Dean’s kidnapper; where 
a policeman informs you of the risks 
surfing the Internet – and your reward in 
the end would be receiving your diploma 
from the Rector. Then imagine the inten-
sity of these experiences as an eight- to 
twelve-year-old child. 

One of the graduates, Dominik Mi-
lien, did not look very happy after his 
graduation. “He’s sorry the University 
is over, he’d rather stay here,” explained 
his mom.

The small university students only 
have one homework assignment dur-
ing their studies: to draw a picture of 
their favourite lecture and bring it to 
the final diploma ceremony. The spring 

term’s winner was chemistry with Ve-
ronika Švandová, while the autumn 
semester’s winner was the detective 
lecture on the theme of bone collection 
in criminal investigation, prepared by 
Andrea Grígelová and her team from the 
Department of Geology. 

“I think all individual seminars were 
excellent. If I were the proper age, I’d 
immediately apply to Children’s Univer-
sity as well,” said Grígelová.

The most popular events included 
an afternoon in a field hospital and an 
adventure in the ropes centre. New 
themes appeared as well – biochem-
istry, archaeology, and financial lit-
eracy. The capacity was, as always, 
soon filled. So every Wednesday af-
ternoon, university lecture rooms host 
a hundred small students from all over 
Moravia.

Semesters 
of Experiences at 
Children's University



Olomouc – 
The University City

“Being Dependent on the State is Unhealthy” 
Interview with Rector Jaroslav Miller

Wheat Genome 
Sequenced by 
Olomouc Scientists

Man in the Middle 
of the Ocean

2014

Videomapping
The PU projection at the Septembeam festival of light and videomapping illuminated 

the Hauenschild Palace on the Lower Square in Olomouc. The light projection was 

connected to the 440th anniversary of the foundation of the university in Olomouc. 

M a g a z i n e  o f  P a l a c k ý  U n i v e r s i t y ,  o l o M o U c


