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�� „Gierusalem sovra duo colli è posta …
Fuor da tre lati ha malagevol costa, …

5 6 La città dentro ha lochi in cui si serba
l’acqua che piove, e laghi e fonti vivi;
ma fuor la terra interno è nuda d’erba,
e di fontane sterile e di rivi. …

58 Or mentre guarda e l’alte mura e l’sito
de la città Goffredo e del paese, …
Erminia il vide, e dimostrollo a dito
al re pagano, …“
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The paper deals with a visual tradition of the St. John of Nepomuk’s prayer between two
angels (so-called St. John’s Oratory) in the baroque sculpture and painting. It searches for a
close inspiration of this visual epic spectacle within the literary tradition of the John’s
hagiography, especially in the writings of the national Jesuit Bohuslav Balbin (Vita B. Joannis
Nepomuceni, 1670–1671). The paper gives summary examples of this theme which is para-
phrasing the iconographic group of the Angel’s Pieta (Engelpieta) popular from the Midddle
Ages. The first known version of this topic is represented by the graphic print, edited at the
Prague’s Charles University in 1707 for the graduation of Pavel Vodièka from Pilsen. The most
effectual repeat of the theme within the Central European Baroque Sculpture production is
finally the statue in Unièov from 1740s attributed to Jiøí Antonín Heinz. According to the style
analysis of the sculptor’s hand writing as well as according to the interpretation of the local
documents the paper changes the supposed dating of the statue already to the 1730s. The
original place of the statue was the main town’s square, at least until the finishing of the new
Our Lady’s Monument in 1743, which had replaced the St. John´s statue.
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